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VICKI EDWARDS GIAMBRONE ’81
..
..
started writing personal essays as
..
..
a student but didn’t show them to
..
anyone. For this issue, she shares
..
..
her award-winning essay, “God’s
..
honest truth.” “Sharing this with
..
..
my UD family is an exciting and
..
scary step,” she said. “I am so lucky
..
..
to have been a part of the Erma
..
..
Bombeck Writer’s Workshop, and
..
that experience has taught me so
..
..
much and given me the confidence
..
to take this step.”
..
..
..
ROSE RUCOBA is a senior English
..
..
major and Spanish minor who has
..
..
written for UD Magazine since
..
January 2018 on topics as diverse
..
..
as the NCAA First Four and the
..
River Stewards. For this issue, she
..
..
writes about Human Rights Week
..
and the course The Silent Jour..
..
ney. She is currently studying in
..
Guatemala.
..
..
..
MICHELLE TEDFORD ’94 was a
..
..
student in the 1990s when she and
..
..
fellow club members from EARTH
..
pushed environmental responsibility
..
fulfillment in
..
on campus. “We sold red refillable
..
mugs in the dining hall; I still have
..
..
mine,” she said. She marvels at the
..
contributions of today’s students
..
..
toward UD’s national recognition.
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
DAYMAG
..
..
ON THE GO
..
Read the magazine anytime,
..
..
anywhere, through the
..
..
free University of Dayton
..
Magazine app. Want the mag
..
..
via mail or email? Tell us:
..
magazine@udayton.edu.
..
..
..
..
..
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29

LIVING
LABORATORY

How UD went
from green
to golden

HAPPY RETIREMENT
Experts do an about face and find
new endeavors

37

COMMENTARY by
ERIC F. SPINA
Three words to live by: Make a difference

H

aving attended at least one — and sometimes two or
three — commencement ceremonies every year for
the past 30 years, and having heard at least one — and
sometimes two or
three (or four!) —
speeches at each of
those ceremonies, I consider
myself something of a commencement speech connoisseur about what works, what
doesn’t, what is memorable,
and what isn’t.
I have heard government
officials from President Bill
Clinton to Chief Justice
John Roberts, entertainers
from Billy Joel to Aaron Sorkin, media mavens from Bob
Woodruff to Donald Newhouse, and even from the
master wordsmith himself, Bill Safire (twice).
Among all these speeches — including the six or eight
speeches I myself have given — the single most compelling
charge to graduating students came from civil rights leader and
master orator Thomas Nathaniel Todd.
His charge — his challenge, in fact — is more fitting for graduates from the University of Dayton than any other college or
university, in my opinion. And it is more fitting now than at any
other time in our nation’s history.
At spring commencement, I shared his words as a challenge
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to the Class of 2018:
“Do not use your degree just to make a living. Use your degree to make a difference.”
This is the responsibility a UD diploma carries
with it. Our alumni know that. Our alumni live that.
As our newly minted graduates leave the comfort
zone of campus, they’re entering a world hungry for
their gifts.
Our world is hungry for innovative solutions for
closing the growing gap between the rich and the poor.
Our world is hungry for imaginative ways for
improving a public education system that fails too
many students and families.
Our world is hungry for the responsible, moral
harnessing of technology to improve our lives.
Our world is hungry for respectful dialogue and
behavior, for hearts that reject bigotry, and eyes that
look with empathy and compassion on all people as
children of God.
As I looked out over the sea of joyous faces at the
University of Dayton Arena, I saw more than the largest graduating class in our history.
I glimpsed the future.
After living and learning at our Catholic, Marianist university with its dedication to social justice, with its special focus
on building community, with its commitment to preparing
students to work across differences, these graduates will enter
the world prepared to change it.
They will make more than just a living. They will make a
difference.

University of Dayton Magazine (Summer 2018, Vol. 10, No. 4, ISSN 2152-3673) is published quarterly by the University of Dayton,
University Marketing and Communications, 300 College Park, Dayton, OH 45469-1303.
Periodicals postage paid at Dayton, Ohio. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to University of Dayton Magazine, Records Office,
300 College Park, Dayton, OH 45469-7051.
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LETTERS

“Quite a
statement
on the
devastation
of war and finding
peace through faith.” —Jim Crotty ’89
Have thoughts about what
you read this issue?
SEND YOUR LETTERS TO:
University of Dayton Magazine
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1303
EMAIL US AT:
magazine-letters@udayton.edu
TWEET TO:
@daymag
Please include your city and
state. Indicate whether you
wish your email address printed.
Letters should not exceed 300
words. University of Dayton
Magazine may edit for clarity
and brevity. Not all letters
are printed because of space.
Opinions expressed are those
of the letter writers and not
necessarily of this publication
nor the University of Dayton.

PEACE THROUGH FAITH
Powerful article in the most recent issue of @daymag by Jesse
Bowman ’06. Quite a statement
on the devastation of war and
finding peace through faith.
More content such as this,
please! #daytonflyers #UDayton #daytonalumni

JIM CROTTY ’89 @JIMCROTTY
POSTED TO TWITTER

ALWAYS REMEMBERING
BIG STEVE
Regarding “Steve
McElvene: A teammate’s reflection one
year after his friend’s
death” [Autumn 2017
UD Magazine]. No Flyer
in recent history made
the impact that Steve
did both as a member of
our basketball team and
as a human being. The
team will stop wearing a
No. 5 on their uniforms,
so it is vital that we find
other ways to remember him in addition to
the Steve McElvene
Memorial Scholarship.
We could take a picture

of this year’s uniform and place
it somewhere in the Arena,
student union or RecPlex with
the reason for the No. 5. I challenge others to come up with
suggestions. Remembering
Steve will inspire future Flyers
(students and team members)
to be like him.
JACK MEAGHER ’63

POSTED TO UDQUICKLY

A beautiful tribute to a great

young man whom I never met
but was impressed with his
play and his character.
DICK MORAN ’71

POSTED TO UDQUICKLY

HOUSEMATE POWER

What a wonderful story [“Who
do you say you are?” 5-6-18].
It is why UD is so special and
I still gather with my housemates of 45 years ago.
MHERWOOD@VERIZON.NET
POSTED TO UDQUICKLY

OUR INSPIRATION

What a great article
[“Dear Adèle,” 4-10-12].
I’m very happy to have
met the author, sweet
Jeremy [Vinluan], at a
deaf event in Iowa. As it
turns out my husband
John and I went to UD
as well. This article is
a lovely reminder of
those sweet days spent
searching for God with
the Marianists as our inspiration. I’m all smiles
after this read.
Editor’s note: Great idea. See Page 52.

S u m m e r 2018

KATE COOPER ’92

POSTED TO UDQUICKLY
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—BROTHER RAYMOND FITZ, S.M. ’64, DURING HIS
TALK WITH STUDENTS ON “THE JOURNEY TO
EDUCATING SERVANT-LEADERS”

“You all are so noisy it
seems like you could
go straight through
the TV.”
—SENIOR DARRELL DAVIS, MEN’S BASKETBALL
GUARD, IN HIS FAREWELL NOTE TO FLYER FANS
EVERYWHERE

—ASHTON LESTER, THIRD-YEAR LAW STUDENT,
ON THE BENEFIT OF MOOT COURT

“We could do 600
more of these, every
one interesting and
informative.”

“It’s always about
this humanitycentered approach.”
—SENIOR CHRISTA WHITE, WHO WORKED
THROUGH UD’S IACT TO DEVELOP A
RESTORATIVE FRAMEWORK FOR PEOPLE
WITH ADDICTION

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E

www.edge-cycling.com

As Shane Page sat in his anatomy class in Fitz Hall, he looked at
images of the human pelvis and thought of his morning bike ride to
campus. There’s got to be a better way to build a bike seat, he said.
Today, the 2010 Doctor of Physical Therapy graduate is transforming
that idea into a business thanks in part to his first-place $25,000 prize
in the 2018 Flyer Pitch competition. A patent-pending bicycle seat
(shown with padding and cover removed), Physiosaddle is designed
to eliminate pain by cushioning and accommodating, instead of
compressing, the bony anatomy that rests on the seat. Page said sales
will begin in September. The seat was selected from more than 200
teams that pitched ideas in Vietnam, China and the United States.

Rare book,
incomparable
Mary
Roesch Library 7th floor

—PRESIDENT ERIC F. SPINA, WHO INTERVIEWED
FOUR STUDENT RESEARCHERS APRIL 18 ON
FACEBOOK LIVE; 1,260 STUDENTS PARTICIPATED
IN THE STANDER SYMPOSIUM

6

Better bike seat
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“It takes a lot of
confidence to stand up in
front of intimidating
people and tell them
why their opinion may be
wrong.”

CONVERSATION PIECES

“I’m now in my mid- to
upper 70s, and I’m still
finding new things to do
with my own vocation
in life.”

S u m m e r 2018

With crisp white paper
and gold-edged pages,
it’s hard to believe this
addition to the Marian
Library collection
is 525 years old. De
Laudibus Beate Marie
Virginis, printed in Latin
manuscript type with
red capitals, provides an
encyclopedic overview
of theological reflection
on the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Printed in 1493 in
Strasbourg, France, in the
first 50 years of moveable type in Europe, the book is known as an incunable
and takes its place among more than 6,000 volumes in the Brother William
Fackovec, S.M., Rare Book Collection. “People often think of rare books as
stored away and inaccessible,” said Jason Paul Bourgeois, UD librarian and
theologian. “We extend the invitation to come and see our rare books, and
for teachers and students to use them in their research.”

When a kangaroo is not an elephant
A smarter CAPTCHA

To prove you’re human, websites require users to complete a
CAPTCHA challenge — most often interpreting a nonsensical string
of squiggly letters. But humans frequently fail the challenge. UD’s
computer science department is developing a better way. A research
team led by assistant professors Tam Nguyen and Phu Phung is
developing an artificial intelligence-enhanced system that displays a
collage of objects. The human must count, for example, the number of
kangaroos. In tests with college students, humans performed better
than bots, which failed to distinguish the long tail of a kangaroo from
the trunk of an elephant, for example. The next step is to deploy the
smarter CPATCHA and test it on a live website.
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Power of the pen
Human Rights Week

Human Rights Week at UD is a time to reflect
on justice, freedom and the inequalities that
prevent their attainment. During the week of
Feb. 18, UD hosted events focused on capital
punishment and incarceration. The “liberation
letter writing” event welcomed students into
Torch Lounge to learn about incarceration
rates, racial disparities and exonerations in
Ohio. Students then penned letters to Ohio
Gov. John Kasich. Said one participant, “It gave
me a sense of power I had never experienced
before. For once, I was sending my true
opinions out into the world instead of just
simply remaining a name on a petition.”
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Let the sun shine in
See more, Page 29

After a longer than usual winter, campus is preparing
to welcome the sunshine and convert it into renewable
power. UD will install 4,026 solar panels on the roof of
Fitz Hall and on the front lawn of Daniel J. Curran Place,
at 1700 S. Patterson Blvd. When the arrays go online
in 2019, they will have a capacity of 1.26 megawatts
of power and will provide approximately 2 percent of
campuswide power consumption, offsetting carbon
emissions by about 1 percent annually, equivalent
to emissions of 278 cars. Melink Corp., UD’s solar
partner, will also install a 53.4 kilowatt solar array at
the Adèle Center, which opens in August in the student
neighborhood. This adds to the rooftop solar already
installed on some houses (pictured).

S u m m e r 2018
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FLIGHT DECK
JOIN US

LEADERSHIP IS EVERYONE’S
BUSINESS
n Thursday, June 21
Center for Leadership presents
this daylong training session
to help participants recognize
how leadership is key to their
ability to succeed in challenging situations. Registration and
information at 937-229-3115.
THE BLACK MADONNA
n June 25-July 27
The Marian Library presents a
photography exhibit by Dennis
and Patricia Aubry of French
Marian shrines and their black
Madonnas. France is known
for some of the oldest black
Madonnas. Marian Library is
located on the seventh floor of
Roesch Library. Free.
PRAYERS OF THE HEART
n 12:15 p.m. Thursday, July 19
Each month, the campus
community gathers around
the peace pole between the
chapel and St. Mary’s Hall to
pray together for peace. All are
welcome.
MOVE-IN DAY
n Friday, Aug. 17
Alumni greet first-year students
during move-in and hand out
waters and welcomes. To
volunteer, email dayton@
alumni.udayton.edu.
More events and information
at udayton.edu/calendar.

8

Under one roof
The University’s Fitz Center
for Leadership in
Community will
be getting a new
home that will
bring together
three distinctive
community-building organizations
under one roof,
creating opportunities for broad-based innova“This is a tremendous opportunity for the
tive collaborations.
community and for these organizations,” said
The new academic and office facility will
President Eric F. Spina. “Each views the needs
be built on University property at 1401 S. Main
and opportunities of the Dayton community
St., just south of the Emerson Helix Innovation
from very different perspectives and each offers
Center. The Dayton Foundation and the Dayton
unique resources to aid community and economDevelopment Coalition have signed letters of
ic development, including around issues such as
intent to lease space in the 38,000-square-foot,
workforce development, preK-16 educational actwo-story building, which would include offices
cess and success, socioeconomic determinants of
for the three organizations and shared meeting
health and reducing structural inequity.”
and classroom space. While all details of the projNamed for UD President Emeritus Brother
ect are still being worked out, the University exRaymond L. Fitz, S.M. ’64, the Fitz Center works
pects to break ground later
collaboratively with residents
this year. The DDC and The
to support community-based,
‘This new
Dayton Foundation moves
neighborhood partnerships and
space creates
are contingent upon the fiwith students, faculty and staff to
opportunities for
nalization of project details.
develop capacity for leadership in
The new location will
deeper collaboration community building.
make the Fitz Center more
“This new space creates opwith all of our
visible and provide greater
portunities for deeper collaboraaccess for communitytion with all of our partners, which
partners, which is
based organizations that
is at the heart of the University’s
at the heart of the
want to connect to Universtrategic vision to make a greater
University’s strategic impact in our community,” said
sity resources, including
faculty research and stuHunter Phillips Goodman, execuvision to make a
dent interns, workers and
tive director of the Fitz Center. “It
greater impact in
volunteers.
not only allows the Fitz Center to
our community.’
While the three orgagrow, but it makes us truly accessinizations will remain disble to community-based organizatinct, their co-location will allow them to work
tions that want to connect with our students, factogether on new partnerships and programs that
ulty and staff. So many opportunities come from
address core issues in the region and leverage the
connecting community and University resources.
community’s strengths and assets.
The possibilities are limitless.”

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E
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Shelley Inglis will bring 15 years
of human rights experience with the
United Nations to the University of
Dayton when she begins her position
as the Human Rights Center’s executive director Aug. 16. Through the
United Nations, Inglis has worked
to build democratic governance institutions, prevent corruption and
conflict, and strengthen the rule of Inglis
law and human rights. She is currently a regional cluster leader in the
U.N. Development Programme in Istanbul.

“I look forward to expanding the University’s human rights
profile and making human rights
central to the
entire University
of Dayton footprint, plus teaching and mentoring students in a rigorous and renowned
academic setting,” Inglis said.

Top-ranked programs
U.S. News & World Report ranked eight University of Dayton programs among the top in
the nation in its latest guide on “The Best Graduate Schools.”
The 2019 edition features the University for education, engineering and law programs. It
also highlights the part-time Master of Business Administration and Master of Public Administration degrees, as well as the electrical, aerospace and mechanical engineering programs.
Notably, the University tied for the top spot among Catholic institutions and 54th overall for
graduate engineering with the University of Notre Dame.

Prayers for Dr. Dan
Dan Curran, who served as University president for 14 years and stepped down from
the post in 2016, received a liver transplant April 13 after a decade of successfully managing
liver disease.
A University spokesperson said his recovery will take some time but that he is receiving
excellent care.
Curran has been receiving well-wishes through the email address president18@udayton
.edu. The University continues to collect and deliver the correspondence.
Curran, University president emeritus, sent his own message to the campus community in time for the May 6 commencement ceremony. President Eric F. Spina read Curran’s
statement: “Congratulations to the Class of 2018. Thank you for your prayers. Love,
Dr. Dan.”
Earlier this year,
UD named the former
NCR world headquarters building Daniel J.
Curran Place in honor
of the former president.
A dedication ceremony
will be announced at a
later date.
Right, new
signage has been
installed for
Daniel J. Curran
Place at 1700
S. Patterson Blvd.

Graduation,
by the numbers

2,116
DEGREES AWARDED in three ceremonies
May 5-6, 2018, the most at any
commencement weekend in UD history

2,927

DEGREES AWARDED in the
most recent May, December and
August ceremonies, another
record setter

1973

THE YEAR Michael Hannigan
started his bachelor’s degree; he
completed it in May and walked
alongside his daughter and
fellow 2018 graduate, Chrissy
Hannigan

133

UN veteran to lead Human Rights Center
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GRADUATES who signed
the 2018 Campus Ministry
graduation pledge and
committed to pursuing
social and environmental
responsibility in their
workplace and throughout
their lives

1

S u m m e r 2018

NUMBER OF FULBRIGHT
WINNERS from the Class of
2018, who will be teaching
in Malaysia, Senegal and
Poland

3

SET OF TWINS who
graduated with degrees
in early childhood
education; Kyler and
Kiara Turner completed
their educations through
the UD-Sinclair Academy

Numbers as of 5-17-18

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E
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Faculty
remembered
ENRIQUE ROMAGUERA ’65,
5-10-18
Professor emeritus, global
languages and cultures
“Enrique
was widely
known across
campus and
throughout
Dayton,
especially in
the arts community. He was a terribly kind
and thoughtful person.”
—Provost Paul Benson

Perfect
placements
All nine seniors majoring in predentistry from the
Class of 2018 have been accepted into dental schools.
This is the first time in recorded history that the program received a 100 percent
placement rate. One biology student also received a
placement.
Admission to dental
school is highly competitive
and depends on a student’s
academic standing, performance on standardized
examinations, and practical experience such as job
shadowing and community
service. Students including
Collin Bryant participated
in a UD public health brigade trip to Nicaragua.
“I think that is what has
made the University of Dayton a unique college choice
for me,” Bryant said. “There
are so many other people
here who share my interests and my drive for service
for others. Nicaragua really
tied that together.”

10

Reimagining the ‘freshman 15’
It used to be a phrase that correlated with too much time spent in the dorm cafeteria. Today, students
have so many opportunities they can’t sit in one place for long. Maya Smith-Custer, who in May finished her
first year at UD as an international studies major, took a moment from finals to share a list of activities that
kept her dancing through the past 10 months.
And this summer doesn’t have her slowing down. The W.S. McIntosh Memorial Leadership Scholar will
intern with the Dayton Human Relations Council, working on the Welcome Dayton initiative. She may
even have time to play a few rounds of her favorite sport — golf.
Here are Smith-Custer’s freshman 15:

1
2
3
4
5

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E

Danced away the morning,
the afternoon and the night
in the 13.1-hour Flyerthon
2018.
Participated in CORE
program classes and the
learning-living community in
Marycrest.
Ran in the Bill’s Not-So-Fit
5K (participants get a donut
hole from Bill’s Donuts
for every mile completed)
and won a pizza party for
bringing the largest team.
Interned in the golf division
of the City of Dayton
Department of Recreation
and Youth Services.
Worked with other students
to create a “Tough Talks”
series in partnership with
UD’s Vote Everywhere

S u m m e r 2018

6
7
8
9
10

chapter; participants
received PATH points toward
future housing choices.
Appeared on the UD Arena
video boards with her best
friends while cheering on
the men’s basketball team.
Made the dean’s list fall
semester 2017.
As a member of the UD
Miracle club, helped raise
more than $55,000 to
support Dayton Children’s
Hospital and Miracle
Families.
Received the “Most Active
Member” award from Black
Action Through Unity.
Served as secretary of
the University of Dayton
American Sign Language
Club.

11
12
13
14
15

Developed an unexpected
interest in economics.
Served as a Student
Government Association
campus unity committee
member and is its directorelect for 2018.
Applied for and was
selected as a University
of Dayton President’s
Emissary for 2018; will
represent the president’s
office to the campus
community and its visitors.
Attended lectures in
the 2017-18 UD Speaker
Series, at the advice of her
parents.
Declared a concentration
in global migration and
economic development.

VIEW FINDER
Glass houses
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Staging
‘Spectacle’

T

his spring, students sang the words
of the Blessed Father William Joseph
Chaminade — who in the 1800s in
France called the Marianists to be
a “spectacle of saints” — complete with costumes, sets and choreography.
The world premiere of Spectacle, an
original musical about the founding of the
Society of Mary, was held April 20-22 in the
Kennedy Union Boll Theatre.
Set during and after the French Revolution, Spectacle tells the story of the three
Marianist co-founders: Chaminade, who
risked death by secretly continuing his
priestly ministry under persecution from
the French government; Marie-Thérèse de
Lamourous, who fought to improve women’s
lives and support the Catholic Church in any
way she could; and Mother Adèle de Batz de
Trenquelléon, who struggled in choosing
vowed religious life over marriage.
Together, they collaborated to build communities of faith and help restore the Catholic Church in France. In 1816, the Daughters
of Mary Immaculate was launched under the
leadership of Mother Adèle. One year later,
Chaminade founded the Society of Mary, a
Roman Catholic order that sponsors the
University of Dayton.
Nick Cardilino ’89, associate director of
12
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Campus Ministry, was inspired to write the
musical after hearing the founders’ stories together for the first time at a Marianist Educational Associates’ retreat.
“Put in the context of the French Revolution, it became that much more powerful, and
that much more a story of courage, determination and strong faith,” Cardilino said. “The
spirit spoke to me and said, ‘You should write
a musical about this.’”
Cardilino co-wrote the music and lyrics of
Spectacle with Jim Ford, executive director of
the Marianist Retreat Center near St. Louis,
and Brother Stan Zubek, S.M. ’65, from Cape
May, New Jersey. He co-wrote Spectacle’s book
— the dialogue of the
scenes — with Michelle
Hayford, director of
the Theatre, Dance and
Performance Technology Program.
Staging a new production is a rare opportunity for discovery,
said Hayford, who directed Spectacle.
“We’re responsible
for telling this story for
the first time,” Hayford
said. “It is a great re-
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sponsibility, but one we’ve met with joy.”
Caleb Baron also felt a sense of responsibility portraying Chaminade, whose name
and likeness are familiar on campus — most
notably in the form of a statue on the Central
Mall created by artist and alumnus Joseph
Aspell ’68.
“When I was preparing for this role, I
would often picture myself as that man — that
guy on the green, in all the paintings, with the
grey hair and the cap,” said Baron, a sophomore choral music education major from
Western Springs, Illinois. “It is a lot of pressure
to deliver this magnitude of a character, but
it’s honestly an honor to be able to portray
Father Chaminade.”
While Chaminade gets much of the credit
for founding the Marianists, Marie-Thérèse
was with him every step of the way, said Mariah
Berryman, a first-year voice performance major from Dearborn, Michigan, who portrayed
the French laywoman. She researched her role
and discovered how Marie-Thérèse helped
Chaminade and the people of Bordeaux keep
up their faith while it was being suppressed
during the revolution.
Adam Cepeda, a senior music studies major from Dededo, Guam, said his role as the
villain was “loads of fun.” He portrayed Commander Fouché, the chief of police, who pursued priests and other Catholic leaders who
refused to swear an oath to the French government, rather than the Vatican, and sent them
to the guillotine.
“It really has been a joy bringing this to
life with my peers and mentors,” Cepeda
said. “This is something that is central to the
University of Dayton. Not many students actually know how the Society of Mary and the
Daughters of Mary Immaculate were established in France 200 years ago. It is a privilege and an honor to be
able to share this story with
students and the Marianist
brothers and sisters.”
Spectacle was presented
with support from the Department of Music, Campus
Ministry and the Office for
Mission and Rector, and
through a gift from John
Alberici ’67 and his wife,
Natalie. Watch the Spectacle
preview at bit.ly/UDM_
Spectaclepreview.
—Dave Larsen

Photos by SYLVIA STAHL ’18

Act 2, Scene 8

.
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
Medley sung by Chaminade, Marie-Thérèse and Adéle
I am like a brook that’s flowing
Too much, too much
Oh my God, my heart is too small
One that’s gentle and quiet
The rocks may hold me up from going

My heart is too small to love you

O Lord, haven’t we endured enough?
Still I’ll try to give my all
But I won’t try to fight it
Too much, too much

In time I grow broader and deeper and then

To help other hearts grow to love you

At the edge, I feel like giving up
Lord Divine, may you find
I rise above the rocks and flow along again
But Jesus offered his life out of love, so
That their love will make up for the weakness of mine
I can never ever do too much
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ASK A MARIANIST

A witness to faith

Father Kip Stander, S.M. ’73, has served at St. Mary’s University as well as in Kenya and India and, for the last three years, at
UD as the University chaplain. We asked him what that entails.

14
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On the straight and narrow
Larry Gunter loves to run far; he’d prefer it wasn’t off the edge
of his treadmill. In April, Gunter — an Air Force Veteran and blind
athlete — came to campus to test a treadmill centering device that
will allow him to safely train. The sensing solution, which tracks a
color block affixed to Gunter’s shirt and alerts him should he move
too close to an edge, allows him to run without having to hold onto
the side rails. Four UD seniors took on the challenge of creating the
system as part of their engineering capstone project. “I hope that
using this device will inspire other blind people to be active and try
things,” said Gunter, who is training to hike the Appalachian Trail
this summer. The project was sponsored by Quality of Life Plus
(QL+), a nonprofit headquartered in McLean, Virginia.
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I ask the question, “How did the two of you meet?”
And they answer, “We were involved in a service project our
sophomore year. We developed a friendship, dated and grew
in our relationship. And here we are today — preparing to get
married!”
As I meet with couples, I am invited into special moments
in their lives — a blessed aspect of my ministry at UD.
It is a privilege to serve in a position that puts me in touch
with UD people at important times in their lives. My specific
role is to offer sacramental ministry (Mass, reconciliation)
and spiritual guidance to students, a ministry that extends to
faculty, staff, alumni and parents.
I interact with them as they graduate, marry, grieve, suffer illness, manage transitions in life, discern the future. This
engages, challenges and humbles me.
On campus, our Eucharistic celebration — whether on an
evening in a residence hall or a Sunday in the Chapel of the Immaculate Conception — is centered on the presence of Christ
in word, sacrament and community. We gather to pray and go
forth to live God’s message.
At the baccalaureate Masses, as students prepare to go forth
from UD, we rejoice with them and their families at the opportunities, the support and the growth that led to this special day.
I meet with many alumni as they return to UD to celebrate their weddings. Often the couple has wonderful stories of career and challenge
and commitment.
In time of illness or loss, I am
also called upon. Offering support
and prayer is both demanding and a
grace-filled moment. The individual
and family and friends often experience
the fragility of life and the prospect
of drastic changes in plans
and hopes and dreams.
In such a troubled
and uncertain time,
I try to bring witness to faith and
community.
I am blessed
to minister in
this gifted community.

Creating global citizens
The nation’s first undergraduate human rights program was featured
during a recent United Nations seminar on educating global citizens.
Natalie Hudson, director of UD’s human rights studies program,
spoke in April at the 2018 U.N. Global Citizenship Education Seminar
about the role of human rights and global citizenship education.
In her presentation, Hudson shared how a University of Dayton human rights education — started in 1998 — is integrated throughout the
curriculum and in conjunction with sustainability work in the Hanley
Sustainability Institute. She also discussed the importance of experiential learning and offered suggestions for the future of human rights and
global citizenship education.
“Human rights and global citizenship education must be relevant to
a global community,” she said. “We must increase access to institutions,
especially for marginalized groups and disadvantaged populations.
Human rights and global citizenship education pushes us to be genuinely inclusive and diverse.”
She proposed developing for these groups scholarship opportunities tied to the U.N.’s 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, which
outlines 17 goals to eliminate poverty and achieve human rights for everyone economically, socially and environmentally.
“We also must create spaces for dialogue, especially across cultures,” she said.

Where are you reading University of Dayton Magazine? Send us
a photograph — at home or abroad — to magazine@udayton.edu.
View more photos on Facebook at facebook.udayton.edu.

Patricia Shea ’81 and her husband,
John, bought a condo in Belleair,
Florida, more than 10 years ago.
They were delighted when they
learned their new neighbors were
Chris Harris ’55 and Barbara Harris.
Chris was inducted into UD’s Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2013. Patricia and
Chris shared a Flyer moment while
enjoying the Florida sunset.
Jeff Hoagland and Jennifer Parry
Hoagland, both Class of 1991, took
their UD Magazine with them on a
recent trip to Paris . They write,
“Go Flyers!”
Several members from the Class of
1977 and 1978 showed their spirit
by traveling to Charleston, South
Carolina, in November 2017 to
watch the Flyers play in the Charleston Classic tournament. The couples
pictured here are Tim O’Toole and
Ellen Becker O’Toole, Jeff Ewin and
Kim Smith Ewin, Jim McNamara and
Mary McGroarty McNamara, and
Gerry Chadwick and Margo McNamara Chadwick. Kim writes, “Flyer
fans were loud and proud, and the
band, as always, was awesome!”
Richard Schieltz ’72 went cruising
into the port of Cienfuegos, Cuba,
in December 2017. He writes, “My UD
Magazine came just days before my
wife and I set sail for an around-theworld cruise aboard the Viking Sun.
The magazine will be going with me
to 65 ports in 35 countries.”
Michael Mehl ’84 was in Prudhoe
Bay, Alaska, on Jan. 25 where
daylight didn’t arrive until 11:44
a.m. and got dark again at 2 p.m. He
writes, “The temperature was -27 F
with a wind chill of -42. Notice the
sign in the background. I’m standing
at the end of the ice road that heads
to Fairbanks.”
Janet Altieri Abram ’82, her husband,
Phil, and Margaret Altieri Patterson
’84 and her husband, Jeff, met in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, for Christmas
2017. Janet writes, “We brought
along our UD Magazine on our hike
to a frozen waterfall in the Santa Fe
National Forest .”

WHERE ARE YOU READING UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MAGAZINE

?
George Kloos ’75 (left) while in
Paradise Bay, Antarctica, with his
wife, Beth, randomly met Jim Kielbaso
’63 (right) on the bow of a cruise ship.
Both George and Jim also graduated
from Chaminade High School,
now known as Chaminade Julienne
High School in Dayton.
Jay Dusenberry ’93 and Ann Marie
Connors Dusenberry ’94 traveled to
McMillan, Michigan, in the Upper
Peninsula in January to go dog sledding at Nature’s Kennels with their
daughters Fiona, Catie and Jena. They
write, “We were each able to drive our
own dog sled and do some hiking. The
dogs with us have both completed the
Iditarod Dog Sled Race in Alaska.”
Emily Schroder Karhoff ’68 and her
husband, Stan, took a family vacation to
Zihuataneio, Mexico . Emily writes,
“Jennifer Karhoff Gibbs ’93 and her
family joined us for a wonderful vacation where the weather cannot be beat.
While our homes in Ohio and North
Carolina were enjoying zero degree
temperatures, we basked in sunny 80
degrees with palms trees swaying in the
breeze with our UD Magazine in hand.”
Matt Flynn ’09 poses with his wife,
Kelli, who he maried in Pittsburgh
on March 3, 2018. The couple celebrated their honeymoon at Whistler,
Canada, with the UD Magazine
featuring the national parks in tow.
Vince Kelly ’80 traveled to Hout
Bay, South Africa, and visited the
famous big wave surf spot called “Dungeons” to celebrate his 60th birthday
with his wife, Jackie, his brother, sisterin-law and friends. He writes, “Learning
more about Africa, getting up close
with animals in safari parks and the
unexpected surprise of the nighttime
sky with stars and constellations I have
never seen in my life were part of the
trip. My advice is to ‘live it up!’”
Kyle Graves ’12 and Paige Vargas
Graves ’13 took the UD Magazine
to see the golden Buddha in Koh
Samui, Thailand, while on their
honeymoon in July 2017.

S u m m e r 2018

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E

15

Roesch refresh
With a vision to be “an intellectual fulcrum — opening doors, activating scholarship, inspiring creativity,” the University Libraries
announced that the upcoming renovation of Roesch Library is much
more than decorative or practical; it’s a reimagining of library spaces
and services.
The project, dubbed “Roesch Refresh,” will create a flexible, dynamic learning environment that is a destination for the entire campus. During the planning stages in the spring and summer of 2017,
focus groups and design charrettes invited staff, faculty and students
to think critically about collections, space, services and programs.
The resulting design will provide varied spaces to meet the learning
needs of the more than 2,000 people who visit Roesch Library each
day during the academic year.

The project began in January with the closing of the west end of
the second floor for demolition — and the handing out of earplugs at
the front desk for those in need of more quiet time. Items from the
second floor have been relocated to other parts of the library or put
in storage, available on request. In October, phase two will close the
first floor and lobby, with alternative entrances to be made available.
When completed in August 2019, the renovated lobby will be bright
and welcoming. The first floor will feature flexible meeting spaces, an
art gallery and spaces to lounge, refuel, research and converse.
The second floor will feature flexible space for small or large gatherings, a scholars’ lounge, a student-centered project studio with
lockers, a tech-enabled learning and collaboration space and more.
For details, visit go.udayton.edu/roeschrefresh.

Speakers who shared with us their words, expertise and passions

“It’s so much less
intimidating to
come at it from
art class, from
music class — code
some beats or
something.”
MEGAN SMITH,

tech evangelist and 2018
Stander Symposium speaker,
on the need to integrate
computational thinking into
all levels of education
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“Sustainability is not what
you do — not the process,
not the reporting, not the
vision, not the goals. ...
Sustainability is a set of
values that influence everything else. If you don’t
have those values, the
rest of that is vacuous.”
JESSICA DAVIS ’14,
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director of sustainability at
Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis, guest
speaker at the 2018 UD
graduate awards ceremony
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DAYTON OVATION

“Our quest is to
reconcile what
we think the
world should
have from us and
what we need
from the world.”
LONDON COE,

Dayton-based abolitionist,
speaking at the national
IMPACT conference held on
campus March 1-4
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“Maybe we’re
afraid to become
an investment
banker, so
we become a
humorist.”
LIZA DONNELLY,

writer and award-winning
cartoonist with The New
Yorker, speaking at the 2018
Erma Bombeck Writers’
Workshop

mainStream

What you said.

Lilly

Bryan Borodkin

@SillyLillyCook

@bryboy3252

Thank you sophomore year for being the
busiest and best year of my life. For the
second year in a row, @univofdayton
continues to make my life more meantingful
everyday. I’ll miss UD and everyone who
calls it home so much.

Sarah McGonigle
@mcgonigle_sarah

Syd

Gunna miss this beautiful
campus this summer
@univofdayton

@sydpriebe19

Finally made my decision!
#Dayton2022 #GoFlyers

Deepest fear
is sleeping
through my
8am block final
hahaha good
thing my body
can’t sleep
past 7

MW

@meggwelch

If the real world is anything like @univofdayton,
I think I'll be alright

Phillip Johnson

@PhillipJohnson7

Just walked out of my last class at
UD. When did I get this old
Eric F. Spina

@DaytonPrezSpina

Maddy Friedman
mads_friedman

Sad to see it end, but
happy that it happened

Lately I’ve been able to
observe a number of
faculty & staff who serve
as advisors for student
groups/organizations.
These advisors deserve our
deep thanks & appreciation
for serving our students
and making @univofdayton
better. #grateful

Youssef

@farhat_youssef

Lot of listening over
the past couple days
to inspiring stories.
Ended the journey
at UD chapel for Ash
Wednesday. One
common message:
we’re ALL created the
same. #commongood
#ourUD #BeKind
Shauna Green

@Shauna_Green

Nothing better
than getting a call
with news that our
Flyer family got
bigger
#Family #OneWay
#FutureFlyer

Ryan Gensler
@RyanGensler

Univ of Dayton Mag
@daymag

“Take an extra step of faith.
Whatever that might be, our
Lord will lead us.” – Father Kip
Stander #AshWednesday2018

Proud of all our players
and managers who presented their research at
the Stander Symposium
today!
You make
us proud! #OneWay
#Stander18

Roesch Library
@roeschlibrary

“You got this, Flyer fam!”
Thank you @UDaytonAlumni for
sending in over 50 messages of
positivity and encouragement
to students studying in the
library! #FinalsFriends

Flyer News

@FlyerNews

MikeTirico

Get involved – it’s the
best way to meet new
people and there’s so
many organizations and
groups to join on campus!
#FlyerWisdom

Kristen Baker
kbaker110

What a beaUDiful
day with my favorite
#futureflyer

@miketirico

Bravo @univofdayton @DaytonMBB for
the FirstFour. This was my first time
back since calling the OpeningRd games
here in 02 & 03. Your city, school, venue
and fans are top notch. Well done and
thanks. #GoOrange

Jess Gonzalez Uhlig

@FlyerJess

Sometimes you wanna go where everybody knows your
name and they're always glad you came.... on route to
@cityofdayton and catch up with work and life long friends
at @univofdayton #FlyerNation #foreverFlyer
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F

or their capstone project, 20 juniors and seniors
from the Department of Communication produced the documentary Epicenter: Dayton’s Opioid Problem. It debuted on campus this spring
to high praise from University President Eric F.
Spina, who told the students, “It’s stunning technically, and
the storytelling is spectacular. This is a gift.” The 16-minute
documentary explores
the national opioid cri“In the past few years, my family
sis through the lens of
has been touched by addiction.
At times, it was difficult to sepaDayton and inspires
rate my own personal experihope by highlighting
ences from the story we were
how the community
trying to tell with the documenis working together to
tary. Throughout the process,
help solve the crisis.
the two seemed to converge.
The students were part
With my personal experiences
of professor Greg Kenin mind, I did my best to make
nedy’s media producsure we conveyed the vital mestion course, which is in
sage: addiction is a disease, not
its third year. Said the
a choice.” —Molly Moesner ’18
students in their video
description, “Our documentary is a call to action for the community at large, and
we want to break the stigma of addiction. ... [A]ddiction does
not discriminate.” The documentary has been submitted to
the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences-Ohio
Valley Chapter for consideration for an Emmy award. Results are expected by end of summer.

Strong, resilient, courageous
Before we started working on Epicenter, I didn’t know
much about opioids. Now I know more about drugs than I
ever imagined I would. We went into this project thinking
we would create something that presented the scope of the
problem. It almost felt like we were sensationalizing the
epidemic and begging
people to do some“Dayton is a city I have learned
thing, anything, to
to love and care deeply about.
It’s very easy for any individual to
solve it. As the project
make a difference in the commuprogressed and we
nity, which I witnessed firsthand
connected with more
while interviewing those who
people in the recovery
have started programs to help
arena, we shifted the
this crisis. If I weren’t graduatstory we wanted to
ing and leaving the area, I would
tell. Our finished projcertainly immerse myself even
ect conveys the way
further in this issue to make a
people rebuild their
change.” —Maggie Scully ’18
lives after experiencing addiction.
Addiction is a disease, and it does not discriminate. Producing this piece was an emotional and overwhelming experience, but every minute was worth it. To hear people in
recovery say the film was powerful is the only validation that
I need.
Everyone keeps talking about Dayton and how we’re the
center of the crisis, but those people don’t know what it’s
18
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Filming at
the epicenter

WATCH IT at bit.ly/UDM_Epicenter.

UD IN THE NEWS
really like to live here. Dayton receives overwhelmingly negative publicity for being the
epicenter of the nation’s opioid crisis; it paints
our city in a poor light. During our research, we
found hours
and hours
“The biggest takeaway was
of footage
that 80 percent of opioid addicts get addicted from docon how awtor-prescribed pills. I had alful our situways assumed it was people
ation is. It
who were already into other
was much
drugs and wanted to try
more than
something new. I think this
we needed
is the mindset a lot of people
to put tohave about heroin/opioid adgether the
diction, and I hope we have
news colhelped to change that mindlage for the
set.” —John Antonini ’18
first minute
of the film.
Those perspectives don’t really do justice
to the city we have come to love. In creating
this documentary, we worked with the people
who those news clips are about and got to
know them beyond the sensationalized news
clips of the problem. It is true that drugs in
Dayton are cheap and easily accessible. But
the people here are also strong, resilient and
courageous.
To either withstand the prevalence of
opioids or overcome addiction, these people
deserve an enormous amount of respect and
support,
not hours
“I am terribly proud of these
of
news
students. They are examples of the best UD has to
clips that
offer. Both on a professional
talk about
and personal level, the stuhow much
dents did an outstanding
of a probjob with this piece. They
lem they’ve
really wanted to shine light
caused.
on the epidemic in Dayton,
Living in
but also did a good job to
Dayton and
provide hope by showing
having made
the people in this commuthis film, we
nity who are trying to fix the
know how
problem.” —Joe Valenzano,
bad the situdepartment chair
ation here is,
but we also
know how much hope abounds and the true
resiliency of our city. People talk about the
opioid crisis in Dayton, but if they don’t live
here, they have a much more one-dimensional
view that isn’t necessarily reflective of the
reality of living here, overcoming addiction
and healing as a community.
—Taylor Alexander ’18

“[P]eople make decisions about
migration based on human needs and social
connections over legal statutes.”
—MIRANDA HALLETT, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, IN A CBS NEWS
ONLINE STORY ON NATIONAL IMMIGRATION POLICY

“This changes the conversation with
first-generation families especially.”
—PRESIDENT ERIC F. SPINA ON THE BENEFITS OF UD’S TUITION GUARANTEE IN THE
NEWSLETTER OF THE AMERICAN TALENT INITIATIVE

“When you get to specifics, when
you get to actual choices, that hunger
is not as strong.”
—CHRISTOPHER DEVINE, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, IN A STORY ON
POLIZETTE ABOUT HOW DISSATISFACTION AMONG THE ELECTORATE SHOWS IN THE POLLS

“If you really want the student to have buy-in into
their choices, it needs to be their choice.”
—ROB DURKLE, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT AND DEAN OF ADMISSION AND FINANCIAL
AID, ON HOW TO HELP YOUR TEEN WITH COLLEGE, IN U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

“[The fear] that our identity is taken can
affect the ability to be truthful online.”
—JANA BENNETT, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY, ON THE EFFECT OF FACEBOOK
PRIVACY REVELATIONS, IN DENVER CATHOLIC

“The government didn’t violate their Fourth Amendment rights.
These people put their information out there to a third party.”
—LAW PROFESSOR THADDEUS HOFFMEISTER ON THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE SUSPECTED GOLDEN
STATE SERIAL KILLER THROUGH DNA SHARED WITH A GENEALOGICAL WEBSITE, ON WKEF-TV, DAYTON

“The life and death boundary was not thought of
as an impermeable wall, but as a river that could be
traversed in the opposite direction on occasion.”
—MEGHAN HENNING, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CHRISTIAN ORIGINS, IN THE DAILY BEAST
ON RESURRECTION AS VIEWED IN THE ANCIENT WORLD
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Shhhh ...
How do we quiet our minds in an increasingly noisy world?
This is a question Joe Oliveri sought to answer when he created
the minicourse The Silent Journey,
taught this past spring.
As a graduate assistant in Campus
Ministry, Oliveri said he noticed students often telling him how busy their
days were, and how the lack of time for
silence in their daily lives was affecting their ability to be present in the
moment and connect with God.
“Nine times out of 10 if you ask
anyone how their day is going, they
will answer, ‘Busy.’ This is the noise
of the daily life of a college student,”
Oliveri said.
In search of answers, he created
The Silent Journey to fulfill a requirement in his graduate studies in pastoral ministry.
The group met once a week on
Mondays for two hours during Lent.
Over the course of their six weeks
together, the group took part in contemplative prayer where they meditated on the five silences of Marianist
spirituality: silences of words, signs,

imagination, mind and passions. These silences, he explained,
are about disciplining one’s whole being.
“In short, the five silences are not
always to ‘be quiet’ but ways to discipline our words, actions, thoughts,
feelings or passions, and imagination
in order to live fully in Jesus Christ,”
Oliveri said.
He explained that both he and
his students struggled throughout
the course, finding it difficult to make
time for silence as a part of their daily
routine. Ultimately, they learned that
prayer was more than just silence or
lack of words, but it was about becoming more aware of God’s presence.
For those who were not able to
take his class or are just looking for
ways to find silence in their own
lives, Oliveri offered some advice.
“Without picturing me as an old
monk on a hillside, I would say, ‘You
don’t need to find silence. Let silence
find you.’ Yes, it’s deep, but that’s
what we are afraid of — going deep,”
Oliveri said.
—Rose Rucoba ’19

Is it bragging if it’s true?
Young people today react to bragging
in the same way as previous generations,
according to new research by psychologists at the University of Dayton.
“You might say
‘I’m the best’ at
something or ‘I’m
better than most
people,’ but without
O’Mara
evidence to back up
your claim, that kind of self-promotion
can have negative social repercussions,”
said Erin O’Mara, associate professor of
psychology.
People react more favorably to boasting when it is supported by evidence. But
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the researchers found being modest —
saying you’re average at something when
the evidence shows
you’re actually great
at it — makes someone the most likeable.
The findings replicate and extend a
study done in 1982 by
Barry Schlenker and
Mark Leary.
Kunz
O’Mara said it
was worth re-examining how people respond to self-promotion today because
researchers have found that younger
generations have higher self-esteem and
narcissism, and social media has given
people more ways to brag.

S u m m e r 2018

“You might expect a shift in how
people perceive self-promotional claims
because it’s become the norm now to
promote yourself on social media,” said
Benjamin Kunz, associate professor of
psychology. “People are always posting on Facebook and Instagram all the
success and fun they’re having, so we
thought people may have become desensitized to self-promotion. Perhaps you
don’t need to be modest anymore to be
liked. But that wasn’t the case.”
The study is published in Self and
Identity, a peer-reviewed journal. Angela Receveur ’16 and Sierra Corbin ’17,
who received master’s degrees from UD,
contributed to the research.
—Meagan Pant
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THE HEIGHT in feet and
inches of the winning pole
vault by Katie Nageotte
in the USA Track & Field
Indoor Championship 2018,
securing her the national
title. Nageotte, who vaulted
for the Flyers from 2009
to 2011, finished fifth in the
IAAF World Indoor Championship in March.

16-4¼

THE FLYER
season-recordsetting number of
wins in men’s tennis
doubles, recorded
this past season by
Carsten Fisher ’18
and Zach Berry ’18.
Overall, the team
finished second
in the Atlantic 10
Championship.

JUNIOR TENNIS PLAYER
Jordan Benjamin, who had
a perfect 16-0 record in dual
match play this spring at
the No. 1 spot, is the first
Dayton tennis player ever
to qualify for the NCAA
Championships.

THE NUMBER of minutes that Trey Landers played for the men’s
basketball Flyers during his entire freshman year. As a sophomore
in 2017-18, he played 837 minutes, started every game, finishing
third on the team in scoring (11.3 points per game) and second in
rebounding (5.6 rebounds per game). He was named the Chris
Daniels Memorial Most Improved Player.

8
9:55.62 59

3

THE PLACE in which the Flyers women’s golf team
finished in the 2018 Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
Championship. The third-place finish was the bestever for the Flyers, who were led by freshman Abby
Bitto and sophomore Ellie Cronin, both of whom were
named to the MAAC All-Conference team.

THE TIME of the UD 3,000-meter record
set by junior Emily Borchers as the women’s track and field team competed in the
Stan Lyons Invitational at Butler in March.

2

THE NUMBER of
student-athletes
(from 14 sports)
who participated in
this spring’s Brother
Joseph W. Stander,
S.M., Symposium,
which showcases
student participation in scholarship
and innovation.

THE PLACE in which the
Flyers men’s golf team finished in the 2018 Atlantic 10
Championship. Tripp French
’18 was the team’s top finisher, tying for third place.

THE INDIVIDUAL UD
women’s basketball
season record for
rebounds, set in 2017-18
by JaVonna Layfield
’18, breaking the record
set by Ann Meyers ’80
in 1976-77. Layfield’s
12.9 rebounds per game
ranked her fourth in the
country for the season.

378

SPORTS

153

Minutes, meters and more measurements

THE NUMBER of
people recognized
by the Dayton
Business Journal in
its Forty Under 40
program. One of
those recognized
this year was head
women’s basketball coach Shauna
Green, who also
was A-10 Coach of
the Year.

48.99

THE 2017-18 NATIONAL RANKING
of Jenna Burdette
’18 for three-point
shooting percentage (.445). She was
first in the Atlantic
10 Conference.

THE LENGTH in meters of the UD women’s
track and field javelin record set by sophomore Lillian Cook in March at the North
Carolina State Raleigh Relays.

5

87.5

THE PLACE all-time in career
blocked shots for Flyers women’s
basketball, now occupied by Alex
Harris ’18. Playing two years for
the Flyers, she blocked 110 shots.

THE FREE-THROW-SHOOTING
percentage posted by Darrell Davis
’18 during the 2017-18 season. His 105
of 125 foul shots gave him the eighthbest percentage in Flyer history.

3:49.57
THE TIME of the UD 1,500-meter record
set by junior Chris Negri as the men’s cross
country team competed in April at the
Jesse Owens Classic at Ohio State.

S u m m e r 2018

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E

21

LARRY BURGESS

Chelse Prather
gets to the root
of a possible
insect invasion
— the nutrients
in the
soil

On
the
prairie

I

t was the middle of the night in Dayton, Aug. 25, 2017, but Chelse Prather
kept waking up to watch the live video
feed of Hurricane Harvey slamming
into Texas.
BY
Problem was, it was the middle
MICHELLE
of the night in Galveston, too. All she
TEDFORD
could see on the screen was black.
“I was texting a lot with my friends
when it was hitting. I was worried
about our friends staying safe,” said
ecologist Prather, an assistant professor of biology. “I was also worried
about this experiment.”
Prather was more than two years into field work on a
half-million-dollar research project. Like any good hurricane, Harvey had sucked up the warm waters of the ocean
22
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and let them rain down over land — in this case, on her experiment
site, a coastal tallgrass prairie 13 miles inland from Galveston. In the
next two days, 43 inches of rain would fall on the plants and animals
living there.
First, there was the question of what the rain would wash away.
But there were also questions about what the rain would bring, most
likely calcium and sodium, abundant in seawater. Problem is, for the

Prather collects insects at Dayton’s Possum Creek MetroPark.

two previous years, Prather had carefully and deliberately manipulated the quantities of these and other nutrients on the prairie.
Her goal is to better understand the effects of human-induced
environmental change, specifically if a combination of practices as
common as agricultural fertilization and irrigation could be setting
us up for a plant-eating insect boom — insects that devour food we
intend for ourselves and our livestock. Planet-wide, humans are

changing the distribution of plants and animals while also altering
the abundance of nutrients available for life to grow.
What would become of her experiment?
“I call it the confounding factor of the hurricane,” Prather said.
So, with Harvey still raining down but much of the danger having passed, she asked friends in Texas to brave the rain and stake
Tupperware containers to the ground to collect Harvey rainwater,
S u m m e r 2018

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E

23

and send water samples back to Dayton. If
she could figure out what was in the water,
she could use the information to adjust
her data and just maybe collect one of the
first before-and-after comparisons of the
impact of hurricanes on the prairie.
She’d have to wait until May to see the
prairie — and what the hurricane left behind — for herself.
M O R E T H A N 1 ,1 0 0 M I L E S F R O M
UD, the University of Houston Coastal
Center is paradise for an ecologist looking
to understand the relationships between
plants, insects and the micronutrients —
minerals such as calcium, potassium and
sodium — both need to thrive.
Paradise, that is, if you overlook the
suffocating heat, biting insects and dewberry thorns that tear at your flesh and
open wounds ready to scream at the next
application of sunscreen.
“It takes a certain kind of person to
thrive,” said Prather, who for four summers has handpicked students to join the
research project, supported by a $546,599
award from the National Science Foundation. “You have to be real comfortable
with being uncomfortable.”
Prather knows the Texas heat well. In
2011, she joined the UH Coastal Center as
a postdoctoral fellow at a time when the
center was looking to attract significant
government funding. She and collaborator Steve Pennings, professor of biology
at UH, submitted and refined the prairie
micronutrient study three times before
receiving the coveted and highly competitive grant.
The research is focusing on grasshoppers, important for the native ecosystem
but a bane to ranchers and farmers, who
spend $1 billion annually to control the
plant-eating insects. The U.S. Department
of Agriculture is interested in Prather’s
results and added $150,000 in funding to
monitor grasshopper diversity in a related
collaboration with UH research assistant
professor Angela Laws.
“This type of information could actually help us predict [grasshopper] outbreaks better and has lots of implications
for how we manage these systems,” Prather said.
UD added funding through its STEM
Catalyst Initiative — in 2017 for a collabo24
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ration with biology colleague Yvonne Sun
to analyze how changes in nutrients affect
the grasshopper’s gut, and in 2018 to support the related research of her graduate
students.
One of those students, Ryan Reihart
’14, is focusing on the tawny crazy ant,
named for its fast, erratic movements.
It’s a non-native species that’s invading
the South. In cities, it’s eating wiring and
shorting out televisions in homes. In 2012,
it scurried into Prather’s experiment site.
Reihart is on the forefront of discovering
how diet might either contain or encourage the ants.
Reihart, who trapped and counted
51,000 crazy ants last summer, was
worried Hurricane Harvey might have
drowned all of his prairie-dwellers. But
a researcher visiting in winter reported
some colonies had survived.
A doctoral student on Prather’s Insect Ecology Lab team who previously received an undergraduate degree from UD,
Reihart headed to Texas in May for his

‘You’re trying to teach
somebody how to be an
independent scientist.
The fact that it was a
small program meant
that I could give the
students the type of
attention they need —
and deserve.’
second summer of prairie fieldwork. This
summer he is joined by master’s student
Emily Jones and recent May graduates
Shania Hurst and Kiersten Angelos, plus
four students from UH. They are spending long days setting traps for ants to fall
into, counting and clipping plant species,
digging soil samples and twisting insect
nets through the breeze in a hypnotic
dance. They are also helping Jones set up
experiments that could determine if three
interconnected invasive species, including the crazy ant, are helping one another
to spread.
For Reihart, it’s a welcome opportunity to sink into the grasses and immerse
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himself in the field.
“We also try to have fun, too, while
we’re out there,” Reihart said. “It can get
hot, and we can get hungry and cranky, but
we always just make it fun, like who can do
[the task] the fastest. ... It’s just awesome
being outside, being with people who are
fun in the field.”
In wet summers, prairie grasses can
grow 8 feet tall, a sea of rustling green
and nodding flower heads — first yellow
sunflowers, then the brilliant green of the
plant Rattlesnake Master, before finally
erupting in the late-season purple blooms
of the native Blazing Star. Long, hot, wet
growing seasons result in lots of data for
scientists to work with.
“These are really gorgeous prairies that have upwards of 600 species of
plants, and we’ve recorded 800 species of
insects,” Prather said.
Prather said it’s a rare privilege to
work in a coastal tallgrass prairie — less
than one-tenth of one percent of the nation’s coastal prairies still exist, primarily
because they are so good at producing the
rich soils coveted for agriculture.
This prairie survived Houston’s boom
thanks in part to World War II. Formerly
known as Camp Wallace, the site was used
by the military for training antiaircraft
units and then as a naval boot camp. In
recent years, a garbage dump grew to the
west, a dog-racing track to the north and
a highway to the east, reserving the interior 1,000 acres of prairie and woods for
today’s many researchers. Last year, the
Texas state legislature acknowledged the
importance of the center by designating
it the Texas Institute of Coastal Prairie
Research and Education.
On Google maps, you get a bird’s eye
view of the grid mowed into the interior
prairie, more than 29 acres divided into
128 plots. It’s the beating heart of the
Insect Ecology Lab’s work.
During 2016 and 2017, Prather and
her students donned safety glasses and
wrapped bandanas around their mouths
and noses. By the handful or with the help
of a four-wheeler, they spread 10 tons of
fertilizer each year on the plots in different nutrient combinations. Among the
choices for their fertilizer combination
were the micronutrients calcium, potassium and sodium — required in trace

Courtesy CHELSE PRATHER

ERIC LAWS

RYAN REIHART

amounts for plant and insect growth —
and the macronutrients nitrogen and
phosphorus, now abundant in most soils
thanks to common agricultural practices.
The goal, Pennings said, is to determine if combinations of nutrients result
in plots that are more habitable — and
plants that are tastier — to the herbivore
insects. These would be nutrient combinations ranchers and farmers might wish
to avoid.
If certain fertilizer combinations result in less tasty plots, they could be used
as an alternative to current methods of
pest control, often involving blanket pesticides on cropland and ranchland.
Pennings, who is also director of the
UH Coastal Center, said the results could
have wider implications. Take the northern United States, where communities
commonly treat icy roadways with products that include calcium and sodium.
Or in the Plains States, where irrigation
practices bring water higher in sodium to
agricultural lands.
“If sodium or calcium turns out to be
important, are we unwittingly increasing grasshopper populations?” Pennings
asked.

PRATHER CAN SIT IN HER OFFICE IN
Sherman Hall and share facts that would
make most people squirm — like that the
average home has 100 species of insects
living among its humans. (She does point
out that, without the insects that eat dead
insects, you’d be more aware of just how
many you cohabit with.)
It’s hard to believe there was once a
time when every insect made her scream

in terror.
When she was 5, her well-meaning
father, intent on helping a young Chelse
conquer her fear, had her extend a shaky
finger to touch the shiny emerald armor of
a docile Japanese beetle.
As she did, another beetle swooped
down and snagged the green bug for its
lunch.
“I was really freaked out, but I think it
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how her work contributed, and also how
the mind of an ecologist teases out tasks
for such a complicated project.
Prather also encouraged Finke to find
her own research path.
In May, Finke graduated with a bachelor’s in environmental biology and a year
of Ohio prairie research under her belt.
This summer, as a UD master’s student,
Finke continues her investigation of insects found in Dayton area prairies. Just
as Prather is doing, Finke is looking beyond the plants to the insects to gauge the
health of the ecosystem.
“It’s what I do,” Finke said of her ecology research. “I can’t imagine not doing it
now.”
She said Prather teaches students how
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to be good scientists while also navigating
what it means to be a career scientist — including chasing the grants and writing the
results.
“You can tell how passionate she is
about her work,” Finke said, “and it gets
you excited that she’s excited.”
Master’s student Jones used the words
“driven” and “motivated” to describe
Prather. In fieldwork last summer, Jones
said she marveled at the speed at which
Prather counted the species of plants
growing there.
“We don’t know how she can possibly
do everything she can, and that’s inspiring
to be around someone that is capable of
juggling all the things she does and is succeeding,” Jones said.
The 35-year-old mother of a 4-yearold son, Prather acknowledged that when
the public and students alike conjure the
image of an outdoor ecologist, her face
does not spring to mind.
“I didn’t participate in science in high
school because of this stigma — if you’re
a scientist, you’re a dork,” she said. “And
it’s a shame that part of it is still there,
that stigma still exists. You can tell by the
number of people who commonly participate in class.”
Pennings said scientists like Prather
are changing the perception of an ecologist and passing it on to a new generation.
She’s also part of a change happening
within the field. Pennings points to the
NSF’s Long-Term Ecological Research
Network. LTER is unraveling ecological
science and sharing information in ways
beneficial to other ecologists as well as
policymakers and resource managers.
Having participated in research at the
Luquillo LTER site in Puerto Rico, Prather also imparts a new way of learning to
her students.
“Chelse’s a prime example of carrying
the mindset out into the ecological community and being comfortable as a collaborator, being comfortable with the idea
of sharing data, which was not part of the
ecological culture in the past,” Pennings
said.
At a brown bag session, Prather asked
her students their opinions on the major
issues in ecology worth looking into. It
was a daunting task, said one grad student,
but it began to open for them the world of

Photos courtesy CHELSE PRATHER

in cultivating tomorrow’s researchers
through opportunities for undergraduates. This year, nine undergraduates volunteered in Prather’s lab. Among them
was Amanda Finke.
As a sophomore, Finke started work
by pulling Ziploc bags of prairie soil from
the freezer. She’d open the bags — letting
free the sweet prairie scent trapped inside
in Texas — and then carefully separate
roots from soil.
Her volunteer duties were small tasks
on the half-million-dollar micronutrient
project, but Finke said Prather took the
time to give her the big-picture explanation. Finke said it helped her understand
Courtesy CHELSE PRATHER

spurred something in me — ‘What in the
world just happened?’” she said. “I needed
to discover for myself that there was all
this stuff going on in the natural world all
around you all the time. You’re not thinking about it, and the fact is that most people are not thinking about it.”
As an undergraduate at University of
Kentucky, Prather said fieldwork got her
excited to pluck rocks from a stream and
wonder at the multitude of insects living
underneath. As a doctoral candidate at the
University of Notre Dame, she followed
insects called walking sticks through the
forest floor in Puerto Rico to better understand their eating habits and how that
influenced the rainforest ecology.
With her long blond hair pulled back in
a perpetual braid, and her nails trimmed
to the quick, she has an air of being ready
to bolt outdoors at any moment.
“Most of us were the kids outside playing in the mud, catching every animal that
we saw in the yard, and I’ve heard a lot of
ecologists say we just never really grew
out of that,” she said. “I love that that can
be a permanent part of my job and that I
get to introduce that to students.”
As an assistant professor at Radford
University in Virginia from 2014 to 2016,
she enjoyed making science accessible
and applicable to her undergraduates.
In one class, they updated the Wikipedia
pages of the insects they were researching
— and then counted the web hits. “By the
end of the class, the pages that 13 students
had updated had been viewed 1.5 million
times,” she said. “It’s interesting and fun
for the students to do work related to
science that will have people other than
scientists as the receivers of that work.”
While at Radford, Prather realized her
NSF grant required the intensive attention only graduate students could provide, and Radford did not have a graduate
program in biology. She chose to make the
move to the University of Dayton, in part
because she said she takes the role of graduate mentor very seriously.
“You’re trying to teach somebody how
to be an independent scientist,” she said
of her graduate students. “The fact that
it was a small program meant that I could
give the students the type of attention
they need — and deserve.”
She’s also maintained an interest
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mailed samples to Dayton.
Prather discovered the quantity of sodium and calcium that fell on her experiment in two days equaled half of the micronutrients she would expect the prairie
to receive in a year from average rainfall.
Results from fieldwork in 2017 showed

Courtesy CHELSE PRATHER

interrelationships — within nature and
among researchers — that are vital for the
field to evolve.
Prather will take her quest for collaboration a step further in coming months.
After publication of her findings, she plans
to make the raw data from her macronutrient experiment available
online for anyone to access. It
should help other researchers
interested in building on her
work or applying it to other ecosystems — or even other natural
disasters.
“For me it’s important to
understand these bigger patterns,” Prather said. “The interesting thing about asking these
big, complex questions is whatever you’re trying to understand depends on the context.
The question I think I’m more
interested in is is there generality in that context dependency:
Can we predict how things will
act depending on a set of circumstances?”

nutrients do indeed make a difference,
both in the types of plants that grow and
the insects that feed on them. Sodium was
the surprising standout. In plots that received the common fertilizers nitrogen
and phosphorous plus sodium, insects
were 1.5 times more widespread. One species of katydid was especially happy with
the combination and increased its population 400 percent. Reihart also uncovered
a connection between calcium and crazy
ants.
Said Pennings, “We found that micronutrients mattered. What’s less clear is
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BACK IN TEXAS, PRATHER
and her students in May unloaded a couple of vehicles full
of equipment and ventured out
into the coastal tallgrass prairie, their first chance to collect
data since Hurricane Harvey.
Before they left Dayton, they
knew the hurricane had destroyed the greenhouses and
lab building. What they had yet
to discover was if all the supplies — carefully labeled and stacked for this year’s
fieldwork — could be salvaged, and how
the plants and animals had responded to
43 inches of rain.
During the hurricane, Pennings was
one of those standing outside collecting
rainwater. As he watched the neighborhood bayou overflow and creep ever-closer to his house, Pennings placed a blue
5-gallon bucket on his concrete patio.
“I had to empty it twice, 24 hours apart,
because it was overflowing,” he said. He
poured the water in Ziploc bags, and then

the mechanism.”
Grasshoppers might have preferred
the variety of plants that thrived in the
sodium plots. It also could be that the
leaves themselves taste better with more
sodium, or that sodium is a nutrient the
insects crave.
“In the same way as in human health, the first order thing
you have to do is get enough
food,” Pennings said. “But once
you’ve got enough food, you
start thinking about all the vitamins, is my diet balanced, am I
getting the right mixture of different things.”
This summer, they’ll be
trapping grasshoppers and
giving them a buffet of food
choices to better understand
the attraction of a high-sodium
diet. They’re also in the rare
position to compare the prairie
before and after a major hurricane. Prather said she expects
plots treated with only nitrogen
and phosphorous may start to
resemble the macronutrientplus-sodium plots from last
year and have more grasshoppers and katydids.
It’s hard to predict. Nature
has a lot of natural variability,
Prather said. But that means
when you find an influence on
the environment, you’ve made
a discovery in spite of the odds.
While this is the last summer for fieldwork on the NSF
project, Prather is eyeing future research
opportunities on the UH prairie. She’s
also looking to build off the Dayton prairie
research of her undergrads, uncovering
even more about local insects and their
role in the ecosystem.
As she sat in her office, she paused
from discussing the project for just a moment, eyes focused on the trees beyond
her window. It looks like she’s about to
head outdoors again. There’s more to do.
“It really is something that you ask
one question,” she said, “and it only uncovers 10 more.” UD

Visit the prairie: bit.ly/UDM_coastalprairie
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TEDFORD

A LIVING
LABORATORY

How the University of Dayton went from green to gold

The University is so green, it’s golden.
This spring, UD earned a gold rating in the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in
Higher Education sustainability tracking, assessment and rating system known as STARS. This is
the University’s first gold rating since it started reporting to AASHE STARS in 2011, when it received
a bronze rating.
What to an outsider might seem as individual
initiatives — a green roof planted here, efficient
lighting installed there — form a web of innovations,
from academics and research to operations and administration. These innovations are not only golden
but illuminate a focus of the University’s strategic
vision: to marry sustainability and human rights
in the spirit of the pope’s encyclical on caring for
our common home and UD’s mission as a Catholic,
Marianist university.
“In my inauguration address last year, I said we
must be prepared to make investments in faculty,

staff, graduate students and facilities in sustainability,” said President Eric F. Spina. “We have already invested in and achieved notable progress in
renewable energy and energy efficiency, specialized energy labs and new interdisciplinary academic programs.
“But to reach our aspiration to be the University for the Common Good, we must build upon
our cross-University strengths in those areas and
develop additional opportunities for our students
to be leaders in improving standards of living and
creating a more sustainable environment.”
Steve Kendig, executive director of energy utilization and environmental sustainability, pointed
to 2014 when the University’s spotlight on sustainability started to shine brighter. That’s when the
George and Amanda Hanley Foundation donated
$12.5 million toward campus sustainability initiatives. The gift helped create the Hanley Sustainability Institute, which has been a catalyst toward
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approaching campus sustainability in a systematic way with broad
reach, Kendig said. It also set a
goal to reach STARS gold within
five years.
It has achieved that goal in
just under four.
The credit goes to the entire
University, Kendig said. Not only
is sustainable innovation found
across campus, but all units contributed to the 2018 reporting process. The University assembled a
team of three staff members and
a cadre of students to manage the
data collection. This allowed the
University for the first time to submit data in every STARS category.
In 2017, UD earned a STARS
silver rating. Fourteen months
later, UD gained 23 points to
achieve the gold. Among the areas
of greatest improvement for 2018
are:
n Student engagement, including a peer student educators
program.
n Dining services, which received a near perfect score on sustainable dining and contributed
to overall campus waste reduction.
n Research, which received a
perfect score of 18; University faculty and staff researchers from 29
departments participate in sustainable research.
n Curriculum, which cataloged 141 courses on sustainability and an additional 376 that include sustainable principles and
discussions.
n Diversity and affordability,
which includes data from enrollment management about its efforts to improve access to higher
education to create a more equitable world.
n Energy, with UD’s Green
Revolving Fund addressing building energy consumption in a systematic way.
n Waste, with more attention
to measuring reduction and diversion, especially during construction projects.
30
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Seeing STARS
How campus contributes to STARS gold
n The Green Kiosk in Kennedy Union gives real-time
and historical campus sustainability data; also
available online at bit.ly/UDM_greenkiosk.
n On-campus composting trials utilize dining and
landscape waste material.
n Multiple food recovery programs, including
student-led Food Recovery Network; catering
department, which donates to Gospel Mission;
and dining services, which provides 300 meals
per week to St. Vincent DePaul and other hunger
agencies.
n Recommendations from a student project on
native prairie plantings and management will be
implemented on campus within the 2018-19 school
year.
n Six teams of researchers and faculty receive
$150,000 in the first year of Hanley
Research Grants.
n 8,971 students participate in 2016-17 in the
peer-to-peer sustainability outreach and education
program.

n Green rooftop patio is installed at Kennedy Union in
2017, with sensor monitoring proposed by students
in GEO 404.
n Campus energy team audits four large academic
buildings with potential savings of 3.32 GWh of
electricity and 9,044 mmBTU of natural gas per year.
n RecBike checkouts increase 150 percent in five
years as more students ride for recreation and
transportation.
n UD Bike Committee encourages bike commuting
and wins first or second place in regional bike
workplace challenge six years running.
n Approximately 3 percent of all food served is
purchased from local farms within 250 miles of
campus.
n River Stewards initiate Take Back the Tap campaign
to encourage reduction of disposable water
bottles.
n “Living Glass” exhibit reclaims former chapel
windows and displays student work throughout
campus.
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Seeing STARS
How the classroom contributes to STARS gold
n 6,372 students in the last three years have graduated having taken at
least one class that adopts sustainability learning outcomes.
n Academic units adopt learning outcomes focusing on ethical decisionmaking, Catholic social teaching and sustainability.
n Two undergraduate degree programs focus on sustainability:
International Studies and Human Rights Studies.
n Three sustainability minors are available to undergraduates:
Sustainability, Energy and Environment; Sustainable Manufacturing;
and Human Rights Studies.
n One graduate program focuses on sustainability: Renewable and
Clean Energy.
n New interdisciplinary graduate certificate in sustainability includes
electives from nine programs.
n Carbon footprint tool designed by honors student is to be
implemented in the dining halls.
n Student class project envisioning a zero-waste UD Arena to be
implemented by 2019-20 basketball season.
n Students organize a National Issues Forum on Climate Choices to
build dialogue, trust and capacity for action on climate solutions.
n Experiential learning opportunities include ETHOS immersions,
the Malawi Research Practicum on Rights and Development and
participation in the River Stewards.

Said Kendig, “This rapid improvement — and reaching our
goal a year ahead of schedule — is
only possible because more units
bought into the University’s sustainability goals and committed to
evaluating, reporting and aligning
performance and priorities to advance sustainability on our campus and our community.”
Senior Andrea Mott said her
position, both as a STARS data
contributor and member of the
team that evaluates campus energy use, has given her a keen view
of UD’s commitment to sustainability.
“I’m a student of a university
that takes the initiative to get the
gold standard,” she said. “I have a
lot of pride in that.”
Leah Ceperley ’17, who organized the STARS reporting process
in 2017 and 2018, said the report
captures campus initiatives; engages a large part of campus; gives
an honest measurement of how
UD is doing; and gives the University, through access to the reports
from other STARS schools, an idea
of best practices and how UD can
implement them on campus.
“It also helps to keep our feet
to the fire,” said Ceperley, who
noted that, just as UD has improved, other universities are also
reviewing UD’s best practices and
learning from them.
Schools can submit their selfreports at any time of the year. As
of press time, UD is the highest
rated STARS school in Ohio, has
the second-highest score among
Catholic schools nationally, and
is in the top 2 percent of all rated
schools.
Katie Schoenenberger ’99,
Hanley Sustainability Institute director of student engagement, said
participating in STARS is about
“reaching out to other schools,
having those conversations, and
building community — as we intend to do at UD — around what
will take us to the next level.”
In 2021, UD will learn if it’s
32
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Seeing STARS
How the student neighborhood contributes
to STARS gold
n Residents of more than 400 student houses receive
monthly Energy GPA “report cards”; top savers receive
Energy Champion T-shirts.
n Rooftop solar arrays are on a student house on
Evanston Avenue and five houses on Stonemill Road.
n Highly residential campus allows 88 percent of student
body to get to class by alternative means (walking,
biking, taking the campus shuttle).
n Students donate for reuse 30 tons of furniture, clothing,
kitchen supplies and more during move-out each spring.
n Our Place in the Watershed project, in collaboration
with the Miami Conservancy District, maps water runoff and its effect on the health of the Great Miami River.
n Save a Watt, Spare a Lot assessment measures student
knowledge of sustainable practices.
n Students receive PATH points toward housing
preferences for the following year for participation in
sustainable video education program.
n A new solar array will be installed on Adèle Center when
it opens in the neighborhood in August.
n Sustainability Club organizes GreenSweep to beautify
student neighborhood.

reached the highest level — platinum. That’s when a University
team will again submit data to
AASHE. In the meantime, UD
is working on its 20-year plan
on sustainability, which Kendig expects to be completed next
spring.
Adding to the momentum is
new leadership with experience
in implementing sustainable
practices. Rick Krysiak joined UD
in fall 2017 as vice president of
facilities and is a certified LEED
green associate with experience
implementing a campus-wide
energy conservation program at
Oklahoma State University. Ben
McCall, who helped the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign become one of the most sustainable campuses in the nation,
will this August become the first
executive director of the Hanley
Sustainability Institute.
On the horizon is another goal
set in 2014 — to become the top
Catholic university in sustainable
education. STARS is one measure
of such success, so UD is looking to the Catholic school with
the highest STARS score, Santa
Clara University, to learn from its
innovations.
Achieving gold has only left
Kendig hungry for more. As he sat
around a conference table with
members of the STARS team, he
talked about the impending installation of UD’s first large-scale
renewable energy initiative, solar panels to be installed at three
campus locations. Not only will
students and faculty be involved
in the installation, but the monitoring and optimization of the
panels will be incorporated into
classroom and research projects.
Schools that do sustainability
well, Kendig said, do it seamlessly
throughout campus. He said he can
see UD headed in that direction.
“We have some room to
grow,” he said. “And we only have
to get 11 more percentage points
to reach platinum.” UD
34
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Beyond
STARS

What it will take
to become a carbon
neutral campus

36
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The University’s quest for STARS
ports climate action to meet the Paris
gold may seem simple compared to anAgreement; the Global Catholic Climate
other goal it has set for itself: to be carMovement; and the U.N. Global Combon neutral by 2050.
pact, the world’s largest corporate susOne hurdle is embedded in UD’s 168tainability initiative.
year history. Old buildings have historic
Perfect teaching moments spring
value but come at a large carbon price.
from such goals. For example, Worsham
Renovations that improve efficiency still
said while our student neighborhood
lock in a significant energy requirement.
is an inefficient way to house students,
Matthew Worsham ’15 applied the
neighborhoods everywhere face similar
economic concept of carbon lock-in
energy challenges.
to his evaluation of campus energy re“We have the opportunity to use this
quirements for his master’s research in
neighborhood as a model for how we can
renewable and clean energy, a degree he
convert buildings all over the country to
earned in 2017.
carbon neutral homes,” he said.
“You say you want to go carbon neuAs UD pursues STARS platinum, its
tral — that’s a very ambitious goal,” said
actions also will further reduce carbon
Worsham, now the University’s susemissions and expand the impact of its
tainability and energy coordinator. “It’s
practices by educating others. Worsham
something a lot of universities want to
identified potential areas of improvedo, but we’re having trouble figuring out
ment, including employee training,
the best way to go.”
continuing education, transportation,
Worsham is looking to a combinawaste-shipping practices, future effition of options:
ciency projects and on-campus renewn Using energy more efficiently. This
able energy generation.
includes upgrades to technology, effiThe motivation for being carbon neucient renovations and new construction
tral goes back to the University’s roots as
choices that reduce carbon-based fuel
a Catholic, Marianist university.
dependence.
“If not for care of our common home,
n Using cleaner power.
then what?” said Leah
‘If not for care
This could be from on-camCeperley ’17, staff
of our common
pus renewable generation,
member in facilities
such as solar, or in purchashome, then what? management and the
ing renewable energy credHanley Sustainability
What better
its, such as from Ohio wind
Institute, referring to
farms.
Pope Francis’ encyclimission-driven
n Purchasing carbon offon human rights
obligation do we cal
sets. This could come from
and the environment.
have than this?’
identifying reforestation or
“What better missionsoil management programs
driven obligation do we
to support.
have than this?”
Worsham said a university must
With 10 Catholic universities now
also consider carbon lock-in from other
earning STARS ratings of bronze, silver
sources: the commuting practices of its
or gold — and seven of them having signed
employees and students; travel practica statement in support of Pope Francis’
es from business trips to study abroad;
leadership on climate change and social
and solid waste disposal and wastewater
justice — Ceperley said there’s a great optreatment, to name a few.
portunity for collaboration, leadership
In addition to its carbon neutral
and success in meeting sustainable goals.
pledge as a signatory to The Second
As Pope Francis writes, “The climate
Nature’s Carbon Commitment, UD is
is a common good, belonging to all and
also part of “We’re Still In,” which supmeant for all.” UD
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Happy
retirement

I

If you’re looking for a full day spent in a comfy recliner, look
elsewhere. These five University of Dayton retirees have tapped into
their happy to pursue everything from art to beekeeping. For some,
retirement has launched a second career or built a second home.
It has also meant a role reversal. These experts in their
respective fields, having spent decades as educators or
administrators, found themselves starting over, often as novices in
their new endeavors.

Time and persistence have paid off and gained them a
proficiency that is only surpassed by their ongoing eagerness to live
a happy retirement.
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BY DEBBIE JUNIEWICZ ’90
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“It is absolutely
amazing getting

H

back to nature, being

totally independent of
anybody or anything.
I can’t wait to get

disturbing show or

something troubling
in the news, the

first thing I think is,

‘Just take me to the
woods.’”
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His wish list was short but set in stone. Phil
Doepker ’64, professor of mechanical and aerospace
engineering, had long wanted to buy property: It
had to be in Ohio, be at least 10 acres, and have plenty of trees and water of some sort.
“I fell in love with every property I found,” he
said with a smile. “My wife was my conscience,
making sure I got everything I was looking for and
not settling.”
Several years and more than 25 property visits
later, Doepker had found it — 22 densely wooded
acres in Darke County, Ohio, about an hour northwest of Dayton.
“I called my wife and said, ‘I think this is it.’”
And it was.
They purchased the property in 2006 and
planned to build a cabin near the pond. Doepker’s
plans were waylaid a bit as he participated in the
development of the University of Dayton China Institute shortly after his retirement in 2011. By 2013,
the professor emeritus was consulting with a forester onsite. Walnut, oak, cherry, poplar and ash were
all in great supply, which was ideal as he wanted to
build the structures from the trees on his property. Initial thoughts were to build a modest 300- to
500-square-foot cabin, but when he realized that
more than 100 ash trees would have to be harvested
because of the emerald ash borer, his plan expanded.
The harvest amounted to 30,000 board feet of
lumber. The modest cabin doubled in size, and a
barn was also now on the drawing board.
“I came up with designs for the trusses and determined the strength of the materials,” he said.
“I was doing on my property the kinds of things
I taught in class. If I wanted to relax, I’d draw or
make calculations.”
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Phil and Bonnie Doepker
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out there. If I see a

Doepker went from architect to project manager as he hired a construction team and acquired
all the necessary permits. There was even a little of
UD in his construction plans: A walk he took across
campus nearly 20 years ago netted him some of the
old St. Mary’s Hall windows discarded during the
historic building’s renovation. He pulled them out
of the dumpster and repurposed 10 of those windows — rounded tops and all — in their cabin.
The distance from the main road made running
a power line cost-prohibitive, so Doepker decided
to use solar panels to power his 904-square-foot
cabin.
“With the exception of a delivery of propane
once a year, we are pretty much off the grid,” said
Doepker, 73.
Once the construction crew finished, Doepker
went to work on the interior, including, most recently, an IKEA-designed kitchen.
While he and Bonnie — the couple just recently
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary — reside primarily in Springboro, Ohio, Doepker is at
the cabin at least three times a week, spending a
few nights a month.
“I could live out there,” he said. “And it has
become a focal point for social gatherings with
family and friends.”
And there is no better feeling than watching
his adventurous 4-year-old granddaughter chasing frogs around the 1-acre pond — his 1-acre pond.

W
“Retirement is the
best gift I’ve ever
received in my life. It’s
like being a senior in
high school without
any expectations
because you don’t
have to pick a college
or find a job.”

When her husband, John Schleppi, was offered
a buyout from the School of Education and Allied
Professions, Carroll Schleppi knew it was time to retire in 2001 from her position in the Department of
Mathematics.
“There was no way I was going to get up to go to
work if he wasn’t,” she said, smiling.
The professor emeritus, who taught at UD for 17
years, soon found another rewarding reason to get up
in the morning.
“The first thing I did was pursue my love of art
with quilts,” she said. “I would have loved to have
studied art or philosophy when I went to college, but
my dad said I needed to be able to make a living, so I
went with math.”
The freedom of retirement finally let the now
76-year-old pursue her artistic passion. Fabric was
a natural choice for the mother of three who took
sewing lessons as a child and created clothes for her family when she
was a stay-at-home mom. Schleppi’s
idea of quilting, however, is not what
many think of when they hear the
term — no cookie cutter patterns or
traditional designs. Schleppi is an art
quilter — exactly what it sounds like
— creating original works of art with
fabric as her canvas.
“The first thing I found out about
traditional quilting was that I didn’t
like it because I don’t like to follow
the rules,” she said. “I was drawn to
art quilting because you don’t have
rules.”
Schleppi, who lives in Kettering,
Ohio, discovered the Miami Valley
Art Quilt Network, and her passion
was ignited.
“We consider ourselves fiber artists,” she said. “We paint with fabric
instead of oils or acrylics.”
Her work is varied, from quirky
puns to nature and history. She was
part of a project celebrating the Negro
Leagues and is currently working on a
project celebrating the 19th Amendment. Each artist selected a suffragette to commemorate. Schleppi chose
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, an
African-American poet, abolitionist
and women’s rights advocate.
“I think it was her poetry that
made me choose her — the fact that

it was written so many years ago yet is contemporary
today,” Schleppi said.
Schleppi’s work has won awards and been displayed in museums, but neither are the reason she
creates. She is both an artist and a storyteller and said
she enjoys the process more than the finished product.
And she finds a way to interweave her many excursions into her quilts as she uses fabric she has gathered
during her world travels. From a bag of scraps purchased from a silk factory in China to clothing found in
European thrift stores and fabric bought at her favorite shop in the Caribbean island of Curacao, the quilts
are a product of her imagination and her travels.
While quilting brings her great joy, she keeps very
few of her many finished pieces.
“Once I’m finished, I feel no ownership,” she said.
“For me, the joy is in the creation, not in the result.
When it’s over, I’m happy to let it go.”
And, then, it’s on to the next one.
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“I’m a bit of a nerd
when it comes to

academics, and I was

always pretty much a
straight-A student. I

was determined to be

a straight-A student in
massage therapy, but
it wasn’t a slam dunk
by any means.”
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Dick Ferguson ’73 saw firsthand the power of
touch when his mother was living with dementia.
Ferguson watched as her condition silenced and isolated his once outgoing and articulate mom.
“But I found that if I gently rubbed her hand and
massaged her face, she was able to communicate and
tell the story of her life,” he said. “It was dramatic to
me, the change I saw in in her.”
Those cherished moments with his mom — Ferguson describes them as “spiritual” — contributed to
his decision to pursue an encore career as a licensed
massage therapist. After spending more than four
decades on the University of Dayton campus — serving in a variety of positions including admission
counselor, director of University communications,
assistant dean of the School of Law, associate provost, assistant to the president and his final position
as the Fitz Center for Leadership in Community
executive director, from
which he retired in 2014
— the Beavercreek,
Ohio, resident was
ready for a change.
“That first year
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after I retired I spent writing about leadership, but I
found it to be a lonely experience,” he said. “I wanted
to find something that was less cerebral after more
than 40 years in higher education.”
Little did Ferguson know how academically rigorous his new pursuit would be. Challenging classes
in anatomy, physiology, business and ethics filled his
days. Of the 28 students who enrolled in the program
with Ferguson, only nine graduated with him a year
later and were licensed by the State Medical Board
of Ohio.
“I was 65, in class with 22-year-olds, and it was
an incredibly challenging experience,” he said. “I
am jealous now of those in the medical profession. I
think if I had taken anatomy and physiology in high
school or college, I definitely would have gone into
some kind of medicine.”
Ferguson has been practicing therapeutic massage since December 2016, giving more than 800
massages in his first 18 months. He practices in three
facilities, working as many as six days a week. At 67
years old, however, he knows his limitations.
“Two or three massages per day is my limit so
I can still feel retired and be able to stand,” he said
with a smile.
The self-proclaimed “old guy in massage” cherishes the opportunity to introduce people to the
many benefits of massage. He provides as many as 80
percent of his massages free of charge or at a significant discount to encourage people to give it a try. But
his clients aren’t the only ones who reap the benefits
of Ferguson’s encore career.
“I find this as rewarding as anything I’ve done
professionally,” he said. “It’s a role I can play that’s a
different kind of service to the community.
“And there’s just something about
human touch that we really
need in this world.”

W
“We didn’t want to be
beekeepers; the class
was just something
interesting to do.
But listening to the
beekeepers talk — they
were so impassioned —
I thought, ‘I have to be
a beekeeper.’ It’s like
having 50,000 pets —
all little girls and all so
dear.”

Winters were challenging for
outdoor enthusiast Patti Procuniar,
so January and February meant
regular kickboxing classes for many
years to keep her busy and active.
But when that class was canceled,
she and her husband decided to take
a beekeeping class offered by the
Greene County, Ohio, Park District.
Before long, Bill Procuniar built
several hives on the couple’s Sugarcreek Township property, southeast
of Dayton.
It’s not unusual for the couple to
get a call from a neighbor and head
out to collect a swarm — essentially
a ball of bees surrounding a queen
that has escaped from a hive. With a
baseball bat, Bill Procuniar whacks
the tree limb from which the swarm
hangs, while Patti Procuniar —
wearing a beekeeper’s veil — holds a
box with a funnel attached to catch
the falling swarm. The swarm usually weighs in at 4 or 5 pounds.
“We’re not the brave people
climbing huge ladders, but catching
a good swarm is really exciting,” she
said.
Even after several years of beekeeping, however, Procuniar’s disbelief is still apparent.
“I never thought I could do this;
it’s hard to imagine that we are actually beekeepers,” she said, smiling.
But beekeepers they are. In fact,
a shipment of more than 10,000 bees
that arrived in April got the couple’s
2018 hives going. By the end of the
summer, that number will likely
have increased to 45,000 in that one hive alone —
45,000 of her babies.
“We are also master gardeners, and when I’m
outside, they will walk on my arms,” said Procuniar,
who retired in 2015 as a program assistant with the
Center for International Programs after working at
UD for nearly 26 years. “They’re just very dear.”
That’s not to say they don’t misbehave at times;
the 68-year-old has had as many as 11 stings on one
hand. But the minor pain is no match for the payoff.
“We think it’s just wonderful for the environment and so important for pollination,” she said.
“And they are such fascinating creatures.”

Even several years into her pastime/passion,
that fascination continues to grow. As members of
the Greene County Beekeepers, she and her husband attend monthly meetings, and the learning
never ends.
“There is a class with the meeting, and it’s always good information,” Procuniar said. “Before we
got started, it was hard to imagine us as beekeepers.
Now it’s hard to imagine us not doing it.”
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“It occurred to me if I
enjoyed music — and
I do — I could be a
musician. I decided
to test my theory
and soon found out
that liking music
doesn’t necessarily
translate into being a
musician.”

42

J

Jerry Strange’s first foray into music was shortlived.
“I was 7 or 8 years old, and my mother had me
take piano lessons,” said Strange ’57, who was on
the UD math faculty for 41 years before retiring in
2000. “After a few weeks of not practicing, she said
she wasn’t going to pay for lessons anymore. So,
I went through the rest of my life, until I was 70,
enjoying music but not playing it.”
Strange and his wife of close to six decades,
Hylda, both enjoy music. It was on a trip from the
couple’s home in Centerville, Ohio, to their weekend house in Ripley, Ohio, that Strange became intrigued by a folk instrument known as a dulcimer.
“We had gone to a dulcimer concert, and I
thought, ‘I really like the sound of that music,’”
he said. “And a dulcimer only has three strings. I
figured it had to be reasonably easy to play. I had
this fantasy that I was going to showcase my musical talent and become a dulcimer player of some
repute.”
For more than a decade, the professor emeritus
has been fine-tuning his dulcimer skills. He plays
with a small group on most weekends and practic-
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es daily. Strange said he knows 25 or 30 songs from
memory, but he would be the last one to call himself a musician — more, he said, “like a robot that
has been taught how to play music.”
“One thing I’ve discovered about myself as a result of this experiment is that I’m very poor at multitasking,” he said. “For example, I can’t read music and play at the same time. Some people think
I’m a musician because I can memorize a piece
and play it, but I don’t think that qualifies me as a
musician.”
That’s not to say the 83-year-old isn’t having a
great time playing the dulcimer.
“I really enjoyed being at UD; I can’t think
of anything I could have done for 40 years that
could have been better,” he said. “You might have
thought someone who was so attached to the University would have a tough time adjusting to retirement, but when the time came, I pretty much
gave up mathematics and teaching and put my
energy into developing other interests — like playing the mountain dulcimer.”

Lee Falke ’52
writes

“It was and still is great to be
from the University of Dayton.”
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marathoner

ALUMNI
1988 was a good
year for rugby.
See Page 55.
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Providing a diferent sort of
medicine. See Page 53.
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Raising a new
generation
of eaters.
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Listening in to
“The Bruce Bunch.”
See Page 53.
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engineers turned
writers

1

ordained priest

CLASS NOTES
begin on Page 49.

Cavity-free on
the high seas.
See Page 59.
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BACK PORCH
ALUMNI IN ACTION

WHO’S GOT THE DANCE
MOVES?
Michael Ampthor ’14, who is a
police officer in Chatanooga,
Tennessee, was caught
on video sharing some
dance moves with children
celebrating Easter. The nowviral video can be seen at
https://bit.ly/2I9nhdD.
EXPLAINING STAR WARS
Patrick Johnson ’07, a
Georgetown University
professor, presented his book
The Physics of Star Wars at
the Little Art Theatre in Yellow
Springs, Ohio, in May. The book
offers scientific explanations
for details of the Star Wars
series, from lightsabers to the
Death Star.
REST INSURED
Dietetic services are now
a covered benefit through
Anthem for South Carolina
residents due to the position
statement created by Jennifer
Kincaid Schlub ’14, who chairs
the South Carolina public
policy board.
Discover more:
alumnicommunity.udayton.edu
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Award-winand the 2006 Britning director Jonish Academy of
athan Judge ’93
Film and Televivisited campus in
sion Arts’ award
February to lead
for Best Internaabout two dozen
tional Children’s
media production
Show for Nickstudents in an
elodeon’s Lazyintensive weekTown.
end filmmaking
Judge
conworkshop. With
ducted the workJudge serving as
shop with his
their guide, the
wife, Chris Field,
students
proa costume designduced a short
er whom he met
horror-comedy
while working on
film, titled Sunday
the Nickelodeon
Scaries.
series The Naked
Sunday ScarBrothers Band.
ies key production
“The weekroles were filled
end was very
by students taking Jonathan Judge ’93 conducted the weekend filmaking workshop
fast-paced, excitpart in an inde- with his wife, Chris Field.
ing and fun,” said
pendent study
Johnny Antonini,
project with Department of Communication lec- a senior communication major from Toledo,
turer and Flyer TV manager Roy Flynn. The film Ohio, who wrote the film’s script.
follows the activities of three college students,
Alex Moulvi, who co-directed the film with
Cody, Johnny and Tom, who are just trying to get Sammy Rita, said working on the movie made for
through another Sunday. Things take a different one of the most memorable weekends of his colturn, though, when they realize the zombie apoca- lege career.
lypse has hit campus. Mayhem ensues.
“For me, working with Jonathan and Chris
“Our ultimate goal is for the students to have was a great opportunity for real-world exposure
the experience of a production that is a little dif- to the industry I hope to make my career in,”
ferent from some of the studio or documentary said Moulvi, a senior communication major from
work they have done already,” Judge said, “to give West Chester, Ohio. “Not only did they bring their
them a sense of all the people that come together professional sides — showing us what it takes to
to make film and television, and show them what be a director, and the work and care required for
positions they could pursue going out into the set designs, costumes and makeup — they also
world.”
brought their teaching side, providing reasons
A three-time Emmy Award nominee, Judge is and explanations for decisions they made, as well
a television and film director and producer who as providing feedback and clarification for deciis best known for directing on the series School of sions made by us students.”
Rock, Life in Pieces, 100 Things to Do Before High
The students screened Sunday Scaries in April
School and Big Time Rush. He received the 2014 at the Stander Symposium, and the film can be
Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding viewed on YouTube.
Directorial Achievement in Children’s Programs
—Dave Larsen
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Castellano says farewell
Joe Castellano, professor in the School of Business Administration, retired in May after 19 years of teaching at the University.
Castellano joined the business school in 1999 and said what
he enjoyed most was the opportunity to team teach. The experience
allowed him to create relationships with his fellow faculty,
including Saul Young, associate
professor in operations management who passed away from
cancer in 2006.
“Saul became not only a
trusted professional colleague
but also a best friend,” Castellano said. “I think about him often
and still miss him.”
Other team-teaching opportunities included a course called
Business as a Calling collaborating with Brother Victor Forlani,
S.M. ’65, and Critical Thinking:
Role and Purpose for AccountCastellano
ing Professionals with colleague
Courtney Stangel ’03.
“Both Brother Victor and I believed that choosing a career in
one of the business professions should be considered as much of a
vocation or calling as someone choosing a career in one of the
helping professions,” Castellano said. “We focused our efforts not
only on helping students see how they might improve their places
of work but also on the importance of integrating their spiritual
life.”
Although Castellano retired from full-time teaching, he is not
hanging up his hat on business and accounting altogether.
He will continue his writing and research, collaborating with
Lucian Zelazny, professor of accounting, to look at the intersection
of psychology and performance management.
He will also continue to serve on three different boards of
advisers, as well as continue his service as a facilitator with Aileron
and teaching with the UD Leadership program.
“These activities, along with golf and my wife, children and
grandchildren, will keep me busy,” Castellano said.
—Cari Zahn ’18

On one particular evening in
1980 or 1981, the six guys living
at 216 Lowes St. ventured to their
basement and found an abandoned shower stall in the corner.
No one knows who started it,
but the idea of standing at the other end of the room and imitating
their favorite baseball pitcher with
whatever bottle they were holding
was discussed.
The idea seemed good at the
time, and that night the Bullpen
was born and a lasting memory
made.
But there were other unforgettable things about what was
called “the last house on the left”
by Steve Kellett ’81, Brian Hunt
’81, Rick Howard ’81, Rick Szink ’81,
Jeff Szink ’82 and Mark Morabito
’81, who shared the four-bedroom
home that was not UD-owned at
the time.
For starters, their housemate
contract was written up and signed
on a napkin in a bar. That napkin
was considered legally binding to
all of them — especially since rent
was only $50 per person.
There was also that game they
played each weekend as the roommates (along with unofficial roommates Buddy Glavy and Tim Wood)
watched The Love Boat on mute
while listening to vinyl records.
“Each housemate took a turn
choosing one song off an album.

Once a song was picked, the album couldn’t be used again. So,
we would line the album covers
around the perimeter of the living
room, which sometimes snaked
into the hallway,” Rick Szink said.
Then there was Kellett’s room
in the attic. Unfortunately, the only
way to get there was through the
second floor bathroom.
“It was not unusual for Steve
to go up to his room when one
of us was using the facilities and
watching TV in the bathroom,”
Morabito said.
And who would forget ordering delivery from Milano’s — even
though the home was directly
across the street from the restaurant.
But, above all, the Bullpen is
what stands out.
Howard took his grandfather to the Bullpen on graduation
weekend, when his grandfather
told him it was one of the coolest
things he had seen. Hunt’s 6-yearold brother bore witness to that
and never forgot UD (he’s now an
alumnus).
And what if the basement shananigans weren’t such a good idea?
“Three high-powered lawyers
are amongst us,” Howard confirmed, “just in case the statute of
limitations for the Bullpen has not
passed.”
—Gita Balakrishnan
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For those who attended Reunion Weekend 2018 June 8-10,
it didn’t matter how long they’d
been gone, only how much they
still belonged. UD Magazine captured moments of joy and friendship at the class parties, campus
tours and other activities throughout the weekend. To look in on the fun, visit our photo albums at
facebook.udayton.edu.
Who knows, maybe we caught a special moment with you in it.

MY OLD HOUSE 216 LOWES ST.

Look at Reunion Weekend 2018

Suggest we take a tour of your old house.
Email us at magazine@udayton.edu.
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Beyond the hours, alumni give of themselves
80.1%

All alumni know that graduating
from UD does not mean the
Very
end of being part of the Flyer family.
The
University’s Alumni Assomuch so
ciation provides alumni with many opportunities to stay connected
to the University through volunteer programs. Those programs
include alumni mentoring, organizing class reunions, becoming
a peer-to-peer ambassador, joining the day10 executive committee, participating in Flyer Connection, joining UD’s employment
site known as Handshake, helping with alumni communities, or
nominating a fellow Flyer for an alumni award. Director of Alumni

Relations Anita Brothers pointed to the important role alumni
play to current and future students. She said, “The decision to attend UD is a lifelong decision. Following those first four years on
campus, the alumni association strives to keep alumni connected to
UD, and to each other. UD alumni carry the mission of service. You
all share your time, your expertise and your stories to impact generations to come. It’s your legacy and the heart and soul of UD.”
And the numbers show just how supportive our alumni truly
are.

2016-2017 Volunteer Impact Report Summary

1,336

total volunteers

46%

of volunteers are
young alumni

49%

of volunteers are
from Ohio

$15,848

8,722
total
volunteer
hours

3,505

volunteer hours
during Christmas
off Campus

raised by
volunteers during
Christmas off Campus

What they said:
Paul Beockman ’82, mentor
“Volunteering allows me to share 35 years of experience with those
who might benefit by learning about my successes and failures.”
Courtney Wendeln Deutsch ’98, Reunion Weekend co-chair
“Volunteering with UD keeps me in the know about things that
are going on with the University and gives me the opportunity to
personally connect with the staff, faculty, alumni and students who
make it great.”
Adam Hug ’03, alumni community leader
“Once a Flyer, always a Flyer. Being a community leader has been very
rewarding because alumni are amazing. At events, you’ll see people
from 22 to 82 years old, and everyone bonds and supports each other.
We are promoting the Flyer community and spreading the Marianist
spirit.”
Khristian Santiago ’16, day10 committee member
“I volunteer because it gives me the opportunity to give back to UD and
work with other alumni to ensure the voices of younger alumni are
heard.”
Jennifer Pollard ’85, alumni community leader
“I serve to give back in the Marianist tradition of thinking of others
before yourself. It brings a smile to my face, just like every time I see a
picture of that beautiful, blue-domed chapel.”

Honoring law school professor
Dayton attorney Merle Wilberding has established an
endowment to create the Susan Newhart Elliott Award for
Excellence in Legal Scholarship to recruit legal scholars
to write for the University of Dayton Law Review as well as
support it in perpetuity. Newhart Elliott, a professor at the
School of Law since 1994, is director of the Zimmerman
Law Library and serves as the University of Dayton Law
Review faculty adviser. Newhart Elliott is a 1987 School of
Law graduate and was the law review’s managing editor
while a student.
“These gifts honor Susan’s longstanding service and
contributions to legal scholarship, and the law review, for
46
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which I have a great deal of respect and admiration,” said Wilberding, a 1975 UD MBA graduate,
who wrote the law review’s first article in 1976.
Said Newhart Elliott, “Merle and I had very
rewarding experiences with law review during
our law school years. As a faculty member,
I have tremendously enjoyed sharing
the experience with students. Merle
and I see the law review as a public
face of the law school. I am extremely
grateful to be part of this opportunity
to offer continuing support to it.”

Bombeck Writers’ Workshop receives largest gift to date
As hundreds of writers from all parts of the country and beyond gathered at the sold-out 10th Erma Bombeck Writers’ Workshop, the University of
Dayton paid tribute to
the late Bill Bombeck
’50 — and his generosity.
The Erma Bombeck
Writers’ Workshop has
received the largest gift
in its history — $230,000
bequeathed from Bombeck, who died at the
age of 90 on Jan. 12.
The Bombeck Family
Learning Center, which
underwent a major expansion in 2000 after
receiving a $1 million
gift from Bombeck, also
received $230,000.
“The
wonderful
thing about the work- Bill and Erma Bombeck
shop is that our dad continued the legacy of our mom, not with an award or a plaque, but
with a living, breathing conference of writers, storytellers and funny people willing to take the risk of putting pen to paper,” said son
Matt Bombeck, a screenwriter from Los Angeles. “He saw firsthand
what a little inspiration and some confidence boosting can do for a

writer. That’s what this workshop is all about.”
The Erma Bombeck Writers’ Workshop, which Bill Bombeck
helped launch in 2000, is held biennially on the campus where Bill
and Erma graduated. It honors one of America’s most celebrated
storytellers and humorists and has attracted over the years such
household names for keynoters as Art Buchwald, Dave Barry, Phil
Donahue, Nancy Cartwright, Mike Peters and Gail Collins.
Beyond the workshop, Bill Bombeck’s spirit lives in the classrooms and play areas of the Bombeck Family Learning Center, an
early childhood education demonstration school that is nationally accredited and recognized by the state of Ohio for exceeding
quality benchmarks.
Bill Bombeck spent 26 years as an educator before taking on the
Bombeck family’s business affairs and several high-profile volunteer roles.
As longtime national chair for disaster services for the Red
Cross, he helped those struggling to rebuild their lives after earthquakes, typhoons and other natural disasters. When his wife Erma
died in 1996, he started the Erma Bombeck Organ Donor Awareness Project as a resource for the 100,000 Americans today waiting
for a life-saving kidney transplant. He also served as the co-chair of
the University of Dayton’s $150 million “Call to Lead” fundraising
and image-building campaign in the 1990s.
—Teri Rizvi
Teri Rizvi is the founder and director of the Erma Bombeck
Writers’ Workshop at the University of Dayton, where she serves as
the executive director of strategic communications.

Secret hero
William Mooney ’64 had a distinguished career in the U.S. Marine Corps,
served in Vietnam and then joined the
Central Intelligence Agency where as
a senior intelligence officer he traveled the world doing … well, we could
tell you, but we’d have to kill you, as the
saying goes.
Mooney’s work with the CIA earned
him multiple honors including the
prestigious Intelligence Star, an award
given for “voluntary acts of courage
performed under hazardous conditions
or for outstanding achievements or services rendered with distinction under
conditions of grave risk.” The award is
the second highest award for valor given by the CIA.
Because his military records are
still classified, the specific action that
allowed Mooney to receive the award is
unknown. But the level of valor Mooney

must have shown is apparent in the declassified records of other recipients.
In 1979, agent Tony Mendez
led American diplomats
disguised as Canadian
filmmakers into Iran
and extracted U.S.
personnel who were
hiding in an embassy in Tehran safely
back home, as depicted in the movie
Argo.
Captain Thomas Ray
and co-pilot Leo Baker were
posthumously awarded for their courageous reconnaissance actions during
the Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961.
The agent who served as the inspiration for the film Zero Dark Thirty
about the tracking of Osama Bin Laden
also received this award.

Awards given may remain classified
for years, as do the recipients. Depending on the sensitivity of the mission,
some may never be known outside
the walls of CIA headquarters.
What are known are the
qualities that endeared
Mooney to those who
knew him. CIA colleague
and friend Chuck Miller
’73 said, “Bill was a great
storyteller with a wonderful sense of humor. He was a
fine CIA officer, Marine officer,
Vietnam Veteran, good friend, loyal American and Flyer.”
William Daniel Mooney, who died
Oct. 27, 2017, will forever be one of
those honored, whether or not we ever
know why.
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ALUMNI COMMUNITY Chicago
This year, the University of
KATE KREBSBACH ’09
little in the bank account, more than a few tears from loneliness
Dayton graduated a record
Current position: Recruiter
and lots of time without family and friends. However, I left Boulnumber of students. During
for a software company in
der confident that I could live anywhere, do anything and ultimatethe 2018 spring commencement,
Chicago
ly succeed. And, no, I am not suggesting that everyone packs up
2,116 students received diplomas
“When I think of my postand moves to Boulder (although everyone would love it!); howevand made the leap from students
grad successes, there is always
er, I am suggesting that you do something that forces you to rely on
to alumni. Whether Flyers have
a tie to Dayton. The relationyourself and prepares you for life outside of the University of Dayships you create as a student
ton. Take a risk and trust that UD has prepared you to take flight.”
stayed close or moved away, sucwill grow, and you can foster
cess always follows our gradunew ones as your life changes.
PATRICK RYBARCZYK ’92
ates. A popular landing ground
“Make sure you ask for help
Current position: Coordinator of online student services at
for UD graduates is Chicago, and
when you need it, and pay it forLoyola University Chicago and an artistic associate with Pride
there are no shortage of success
ward as you grow in your career
Films and Plays
stories coming from the Windy
and personal life. I’ve met new
“I made a conscious effort to be fearless. I knew I would have
City. A few of them share their
friends, learned about job opto relocate to take advantage of opportunities. In doing so, I put
advice to our newest grads on the
portunities, and hired people
out to the universe what I wanted to do and where I wanted to go. I
secret to success.
through our UD alumni nettold friends that I hoped to move to a bigger city and stay involved
work. The aspect of community
in theater. Once I did, the right people were there to help me get
does not go away once you leave campus; it’s only something that thrives
to Chicago and stay here for the past 24 years.”
if you make the time to nurture it.”
KATIE JONES ’08
JEN WEED ’95
Current position: Sales director at Conversant
Current position: Vice president of education for CCIM Institute
“I have always highly valued the relationships that I have with friends,
“One thing I did was I took a risk. I left my comfort zone of the Midfamily and classmates. The same is true after graduation. Maintain and
west and moved to Boulder, Colorado, with one friend, a car and 30
grow those relationships, while also getting involved in your new comdays of temporary housing. At 22 I was forced to rely on myself and very
munity. Meet new people. Be curious and seek out diverse points of
quickly realized my strengths and when to ask for help.
view. Don’t be afraid to ask people for help, and pay it forward when you’re
“My time in Boulder was pretty special and also included months with
able to by mentoring new young alumni.”

NowREADSEEHEARThis
THE CRUCIBLE’S GIFT: 5 LESSONS FROM AUTHENTIC
LEADERS WHO THRIVE IN ADVERSITY
James Kelley ’92

James Kelley believes the key to personal and professional growth
is how one responds to difficult situations. In
his book, Kelley gives readers five lessons on
how to reframe adversity into a positive experience, with positive outcomes. He says,
“We all have crucible moments, but it is what
we do with those moments that matter the
most. Often we lean away and let our adversity and fear dictate our choices. But what
happens when we do the opposite? What
lessons can you learn that allows you the
opportunity to grow and develop?” Kelley is
also the host of the podcast “Executives After
Hours.” The book was published in April by Brave Endurance LLC.
For more information, visit www.drjameskelley.com.

BEYOND THE TECHNOLOGY TRAPS
Mark Dangelo ’82, ’84

In late 2017, Mark Dangelo released his third book, Beyond the
Technology Traps, which discusses the need for the banking industry
to modernize its current business model. In his book Dangelo, with
editor Rick Grant, explore the challenges facing financial services and
banking organizations now and in the future. The author adheres to
48
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Mark Twain’s saying, “What gets us into trouble is not what we don’t know. It’s what we
know for sure that just ain’t so.” He discusses
his belief that the current organizations will
not survive in today’s climate unless banking
leaders are willing to see changes taking place
“from consumers to technology to widespread
commoditization all within one of the most
regulated industries in the world.” The book
was published by MPD Organizations LLC.

YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO BLISS:
52 WAYS TO WELCOME HAPPINESS
AND CULTIVATE A LIFE YOU LOVE
Ginger Marie Koesel Corwin ’10

In her new book, Ginger Corwin guides her
readers through her personal happiness journey and shares 52 creative life-changing practices she has used to help change her own and
her clients’ lives. Your Weekly Guide to Bliss explores how happiness is ever-present and
people can choose to be happy at any time because it is something created from within. The
52 challenges in this book show readers how
to create a deeper level of happiness and self-love to cultivate a life
you love. The book was self-published in March 2017.

CLASS NOTES
SEND INFORMATION FOR
CLASS NOTES TO:
Class Notes
University of Dayton
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1303.
Or you may send it to:
classnotes@udayton.edu.
Be sure to include your name,
year of graduation and major.
For the records office, please
include cell phone number.
Please also include email
address, indicating whether you
wish it to appear in Class Notes.
Include maiden name and
spouse’s name (if applicable).
If you’re sending information
about your children, please
include birth dates rather than
ages. The magazine does not
publish announcements of
engagements or pregnancies.
Photos of alumni are welcomed
and published as space permits.
Notes may take up to two issues
to publish. All notes are edited
for style, content and length.
RECORDS UPDATES ONLY
Send information for records to:
Advancement Records
University of Dayton
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-7051.
Please remember to send
address, email address and cell
phone number.
Or you may send the information
to: records@udayton.edu or
call 888-253-2383.
Be sure to indicate it is not for
Class Notes.

Golden Flyers
MARK BACKS ’48 (MED) lives
in Tucson, Arizona. He writes,
“The Winter 2017-18 issue of the
University of Dayton Magazine was
particularly interesting, especially
the article ‘In Distinguished
Company.’ May 2018 marked 70
years since my class graduated. I
celebrated my 90th birthday in the
Italian region of Tuscany with my
four daughters.”
LEE FALKE ’52 (BUS) and his wife,
Pat, live in Centerville, Ohio. Lee
was the Montgomery County, Ohio,
prosecutor from 1965 to 1992. He
writes, “The New York newspapers
called the UD Flyers the ‘Cinderella
Team’ in the 1951 NIT college
tournament, when Tom Blackburn
was in his third season as coach. The
team included Don ‘Monk’ Meineke,
Chuck Grigsby, Leland ‘Junior’
Norris, Dick ‘Razor’ Campbell and
Pete Boyle. The success of the 195051 team and its coach, supported by
the Flyer faithful, led to a tradition
of basketball excellence and put UD
on the national basketball map. It
was and still is great to be from the
University of Dayton.”
ELSIE MUSKA STOLLE ’54 (NSG)
and her husband, William, live in
Ashford, Connecticut. She writes,
“We celebrated our 60th wedding
anniversary in May. We have three
daughters who work in nursing
and a son who is in business for
himself and is a carpenter. We have
four grandchildren: One working in
the entertainment industry in Los
Angeles, one in nursing, one studying
occupational therapy and one
studying business at the University
of Connecticut.”
MICHAEL POWERS ’60 (CME) lives
in Ridgefield, Connecticut. He writes,
“I come back to Dayton once a year
to visit my six siblings and friends.
I’m always amazed to see how much
UD’s campus and the surrounding
area has changed from the days
when the student union was in a
former barracks. I retired in 1999
after a 38-year career with IBM in
marketing and sales managerial
and professional positions with

MARK KELLY ’59

Writing life’s next chapter
Everyone knows life has many chapters. For Mark Kelly,
a mechanical engineering graduate, chapter one has our protagonist growing up on a farm in northern Ohio during the
Great Depression. Chapter two finds him on a Navy destroyer
serving his country during the Korean War. Chapter three
picks up at the University of Dayton; Kelly takes full advantage of college life where in his words he was a “dual major
in engineering and having fun,” and where he met his future
wife, a Flyerette named Donna DeVoe ’59.
Chapter four is a long one where Kelly marries, helps
Donna raise four children and builds not one, but two, successful careers in engineering and in finance. That chapter
ends when Kelly retires at the age of 70. And then the story
takes an interesting turn.
“I joined a writer’s group at the local library and had no
intention of writing a book until they suggested it,” Kelly
said. “Back in college, Brother Stan Matthews, S.M., suggested that I write, but I was too busy with other endeavors.” (See
chapters three and four.)
That brings us to the current chapter lasting nearly 15 years
where Kelly became an author and by age 84 has published
six books. “Brother Stan lived long enough to read my first
two books, and he couldn’t have been more complimentary,”
Kelly said.
Most of his books are biographical. Kelly recounts his
adolescence and teenage years in The
Urchins and The Barons. The Warriors covers his Navy adventures.
The Mansion, The Dirty Double and
Frank Street chronicle his years at
UD where so much of what shaped
his future would transpire.
With chapters left to write,
what’s next? “At present I’m trying to
find a producer to adapt my books for
a television series,” Kelly said. In the
meantime, Kelly and his Flyer sweetheart are home in
Michigan as they savor
the happy ending of a
life well lived.
—Jeaneen Parsons
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a specialty in the manufacturing
industry. My wife, Gloria Kelleher
Powers ’65, passed away in 2006. I
have three married children and five
grandchildren. One of my hobbies
is writing poetry. My collection of
poems and prose, Michael’s Musings,
was published this year, thanks to
the efforts of my son John. One
of the pieces, ‘College Capers,’
describes my crazy adventures with
friends during my years at UD, and
another, ‘Chaminade Memories,’ will
speak to fellow Chaminade alumni.
The book is available on blurb.com.”
FRANK MAUS ’62 (EDS) and GENIE
VOGEL MAUS ’64 (HEG) live in
Kettering, Ohio.
Each year the
couple gets
together with
fellow Flyer
Dan Maglicic ’62
and his wife in
Treasure Island,
Florida. Dan and
Frank were roommates for three
years in Founders Hall at UD. Frank
writes, “We had a good time as
roommates at UD, and we now have
good times in Florida.”
JIM THIES ’62 (ECA) and LYNNE
BRACKEN THIES ’63 (HEG) live in
Huntington Beach, California. They
write, “We’re blessed to have our
four children and nine grandchildren
living nearby and see them every
week, especially at their sporting
activities. The three oldest sisters
all have scholarships to Division I
colleges for softball, and it looks as
if two more grandchildren will be
receiving scholarships for volleyball
and water polo. Jim retired from the
chemical sales industry, and Lynne
from the real estate industry. We
look forward to seeing some alumni
in the Dayton-Cincinnati area this
summer. We hope everyone is doing
well.”
JOSEPH “JUNIE” DELEO ’64
(BUS) and his wife, Sandra, live in
Stamford, Connecticut. He writes,
“I was honored in my hometown of
Stamford for coaching Little League
baseball for 50 years. The Stamford
North Little League created the
DeLeo Scholarship Fund, which
will annually award grants to help
players with college expenses.
My players are ages 9 through 12.
I love this age because the kids
want to be here. They are always
enthusiastic. My coaching spans
generations. It’s great when the kids
come back. They tell me how much
the words we said in Little League
mean to them now. ‘Hustle’ and
‘Have fun’ are the only two requests
I’ve made of all my players these
past 50 years. Coaching has been a
blessing, done out of love. While at
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UD, I lettered for four years on the
baseball team. I’ve continued to be
a member of the Varsity D Club. I’m
retired after working for 30 years in
management for Clairol. Sandra and
I celebrated our 50th anniversary
and have three children and two
grandchildren.”
GENIE VOGEL MAUS ’64 (HEG)
and FRANK MAUS ’62 (EDS) live
in Kettering, Ohio. Each year they
get together with fellow Flyer Dan
Maglicic ’62 and his wife in Treasure
Island, Florida.
KENNEY “KEN” SHIELDS ’64
(EDP) and his wife, Marie, live in
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. He writes,
“The city of Covington, Kentucky,
proclaimed Saturday, Aug. 26,
2017, ‘Kenney Shields Day’ in
honor of my work as a longtime
basketball coach. I worked for the
city’s recreation department and
helped conduct youth basketball
leagues at Covington Turners Hall
for more than 30 years. I compiled
a 766-427 record coaching high
school and college basketball in
northern Kentucky during my 39year career, including as the coach
of the Northern Kentucky University
(NKU) Norse. I took NKU teams
to the NCAA Division II national
championship games in 1996 and
1997. I retired from NKU in 2004
with a 306-170 record in 16 seasons.
I recently published a book —
Nothing More, Nothing Less, Nothing
Else — about my life and coaching
accomplishments. A portion of
the book sales will go toward a
scholarship fund in my name for
NKU men’s basketball players.”
ANTHONY R. SIMEONE ’64
(EDS) and his wife, Darol, live in
Brunswick, Ohio. Anthony taught
in the Cleveland public school
system for more than 30 years
until he retired in 1994, and he
writes of his time as a student
at UD. “Because of overcrowded
housing, during my first year at UD
I was living at the Dayton Veterans
Administration Center west of
downtown Dayton. After that I was
one of the first students to live at
204 Lawnview Ave., renting the
house for $7 or $8 a week. At that
time the neighborhood was still full
of families. Being a young father
myself, I had a picture taken of me,
holding my infant son, Anthony Louis
Simeone ’85, on the steps of the
Lawnview house. When we were on
campus for his graduation in 1985,
we took another photo on the steps
of 204 Lawnview, but this time, my
son was holding me in his arms! I
have so many fond memories of UD
and am very proud that my son not
only attended UD but also followed
in my footsteps and became a
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teacher in the Cleveland area.”
MANUEL AMENDO ’65 (MED) lives
in Skillman, New Jersey. He writes,
“I retired from cardiology practice
in Princeton, New Jersey. I’m now
working part time for Princeton
Hospital – I got terribly bored with
retirement.”
BILL GARTLAND ’65 (PMT) and
his wife, Maura, traveled to Red
Frog Beach on Isla Bastimentos,
Panama. He writes,
“I enjoyed reading
a great Winter
2017-18 edition
of UD Magazine. I
especially enjoyed
the ‘In Distinguished
Company’ profiles.
It was nice to see a couple of Class
of ’65 friends in the write-ups, such
as my West Campus floormate
Dick Abdoo.” Bill and Maura live in
Westport, Connecticut.
JOEL RILEY ’65 (POL) visited
Cuenca, Ecuador,
where he served in
the Peace Corps from
1968-71. He writes,
“I attended our 50th
reunion with fellow
returned Peace
Corps volunteers. Did you know
that Panama hats are from Cuenca
and not from Panama?” Joel lives in
North Beach, Maryland.

1968
CHUCK BALMER (ELE) and his wife,
Juliet, live in Urbana, Ohio. The Joe
Martin Foundation for Exceptional
Craftsmanship awarded
him its 2018 Craftsman
of the Year award for
his 1/16-scale working
model of the 2-6-6-6
Allegheny live steam locomotive.
Chuck spent 14,000 hours
throughout seven years building the
model from scratch, and Live Steam
magazine featured it on the cover
of its January-February 2018 issue.
Childhood memories of watching
The Wonderful World of Disney
and Walt Disney’s driving a scale
model steam locomotive inspired
Chuck to build model steam engines.
To create his accurate, working,
miniature locomotive models, he
built and equipped a home machine
shop and electronics lab, built a
foundry to cast his own parts, and
learned pattern making and welding.
Chuck is a retired electrical engineer
who designed aerospace testing
equipment and data systems.
DARRELL MEEKS (EDS) and his
wife, Pam, live in Eaton, Ohio. He
writes, “We live on a farm that’s
been in Pam’s family for three

IN MEMORIAM
ALUMNI
1943
Betty A. Behringer Perkins —
Dec. 30, 2017
1945
Jerome T. “Jerry” Grismer —
Nov. 4, 2016
1946
Zola M. Strider Larkin —
Dec. 14, 2017
1948
Daniel E. “Dan” Kauffman III —
Feb. 7, 2018
Jean K. LeBoeuf Whalen —
Feb. 1, 2018
1949
Ethel R. Stevens Sherer —
Jan. 1, 2018
Richard J. Trainor — Aug. 13,
2017
1950
William L. “Bill” Bombeck —
Jan. 12, 2018
John E. Finke — Dec. 30, 2017
Boyd H. Keys — Feb. 10, 2018
Richard I. Weaver — Feb. 18,
2018
Richard E. “Dick” Wehner —
Jan. 12, 2018
1951
Harlow J. “Bud” Fleischman —
Jan. 7, 2018
Armin P. “Pete” Losh — Dec. 22,
2017
Clifford R. Scholes — Jan. 21,
2018
1952
Thomas F. Harrigan Jr. —
June 25, 2017
Father Richard A. Loehrlein, S.M.
— Jan. 21, 2018
Jean M. Kaeppel Porter —
Jan. 25, 2018
Marlo M. Termini — March 18,
2018
1953
Genevieve A. “Genny” Pellow
Schmid — Dec. 24, 2017
Gloria L. Taylor — Dec. 20, 2017
James A. “Jim” Weger— March
23, 2018
1954
James P. Hart — Jan. 9, 2018
Lawrence J. “Larry” Sorohan Sr.
— Dec. 15, 2017
Richard F. Zehnle — Nov. 22,
2017
1955
Thomas E. Gallagher — Sept.
20, 2017
Jerome F. “Jerry” Kiener —
Dec. 22, 2017
1956
Robert E. Cullen — Nov. 24, 2017
Annie B. Marshall McCutchen —
Jan. 31, 2017

1957
Noel T. Coughlin — Oct. 24, 2017
Martin P. “Marty” Laraia — Sept. 4,
2016
Edward J. Orris — Sept. 5, 2017
James R. “Bob” Schiller Sr. —
Jan. 1, 2018
Raymond J. Schmidlin Sr. — Jan. 10,
2018
John P. Soller — Jan. 23, 2018
Richard P. Walsh — Jan. 16, 2018
1958
Lester A. Balster — Dec. 27, 2017
Paul A. Cullinan — Feb. 23, 2016
John F. “Fred” Dugan Sr. — March
3, 2018
Raymond J. Haas — Jan. 29, 2018
Janet “Katie” Houldsworth Krueger
— Dec. 23, 2017
Brother Francis M. Ouellette, S.M. —
March 15, 2018
Mary K. Allen Powers — Dec. 1, 2012
Mary J. Luby Showalter — Dec. 11,
2017
Judith A. Todd Smith — Feb. 11, 2018
Sister Margaret Usuka, S.N.D. —
March 21, 2018
1959
Richard E. Christian — Jan. 4, 2018
James W. Glanton — Nov. 4, 2017
William C. Sage — Dec. 19, 2017
Robert F. Sweeney — Feb. 6, 2018
1960
Lawrence H. “Larry” Edmondson —
Feb. 27, 2018
Father Luke Richard Poczworowski,
O.F.M. — Jan. 10, 2018
Richard J. Rathsack — Dec. 23, 2017
Carl H. Welage — Jan. 8, 2018
1961
Richard W. Hersh — Jan. 10, 2018
Donald E. Long — May 27, 2017
David A. O’Connor — Dec. 22, 2017
George J. Skuns — Feb. 22, 2018
Gale F. Tempest — Dec. 15, 2014
1962
John R. Ferris — March 5, 2018
Ralph J. Genovese — Nov. 17, 2014
Rose M. Garrity Minch — Jan. 8, 2018
1963
Manley G. “Buzz” Farm Jr. —
Dec. 22, 2017
Robert A. “Bob” Fosnaught —
Feb. 1, 2018
Anthony A. “Tony” Groeber —
Jan. 21, 2018
Jerome M. “Jerry” Kirby — Feb. 4,
2018
Janet A. Leff — Dec. 21, 2017
1965
Donald M. Culbertson — Jan. 25,
2018
William T. “Bill” Keegan — Dec. 22,
2017
David P. Mosser — Feb. 8, 2018
Elizabeth B. Olah — May 23, 1995
David L. Swafford — Jan. 13, 2018
1966
Dick J. Blum — March 18, 2018
James M. “Jim” Connell Sr. —
Feb. 15, 2018

Donald C. “Don” Creswell — Dec. 8,
2016
Thomas M. P. “Tom” Hannigan —
Dec. 17, 2017
Joseph D. “Joe” Knox — Feb. 23,
2018
Lacy B. “Bob” Martin — Feb. 8, 2018
Charles M. “Cutter” McElligott —
Jan. 21, 2018
1967
Catherine A. “Cathy” McCall —
Dec. 30, 2017
Robert L. “Bob” Robke — March 6,
2018
1968
Robert J. “Gus” Agostinelli —
Jan. 13, 2017
Larry L. Ambler — Feb. 14, 2018
Jeanne M. Hochstrasser Armstrong
— Nov. 17, 2017
Christopher J. “Chris” Celebrezze —
Jan. 20, 2018
Patricia A. “Pat” Adam Christy —
March 20, 2018
Edwin “Tex” Detweiler Jr. — Jan. 18,
2018
Virginia D. “Ginger” Lee Evers —
March 25, 2018
Joseph F. Githens — Feb. 13, 2018
Cheryl A. Lieberman — Dec. 8, 2015
Constance “Connie” Moore Thomas
— Dec. 22, 2017
1969
Barbara A. Convy — Feb. 13, 2018
William B. Dicks — Feb. 16, 2018
Michael W. Ferralli — Dec. 25, 2017
Charles R. Gregory Jr. — Dec. 28,
2017
Arthur D. “Art” Weber Jr. — Feb. 10,
2018
1970
Deborah Svec Reifschneider —
Jan. 8, 2018
1971
Alice J. Ridella Donnelly — March 16,
2018
Michael D. “Mike” Stewart —
Feb. 18, 2018
1972
Jerome A. “Jerry” Schneble —
Dec. 22, 2017
Roger J. St. Cyr — Feb. 18, 2018
Marjorie E. “Margie” Reed Wirth —
Jan. 8, 2018
1973
Pauline Cisneros Polette — Feb. 24,
2018
1974
Sister Louise Akers, S.C. — Feb. 7,
2018
Daniel I. Disinger — Nov. 20, 2017
Saverio V. Feudale — Jan. 27, 2018
1975
Robert J. Ballway — Jan. 8, 2018
William Simpson Jr. — Jan. 20, 2018
1976
Frances Loos Brown — July 7, 2014
Anne L. Coon — Jan. 16, 2018
1977
Constance J. “Connie” Heck —
Feb. 25, 2018

Brooks T. Kirkland — Jan. 26, 2018
Ruth E. Jenkins Sanders — Jan. 3,
2018
Lucille “Lucy” Swift Schlosser —
Feb. 20, 2018
Tyrone J. “Ty” Williams — Jan. 11,
2018
1978
Thomas P. “Tom” Flynn — Feb. 18,
2018
Linda W. Adkins Hager — Dec. 16,
2017
Daniel R. Taylor — Dec. 22, 2017
1979
Patt M. Keiser — Sept. 27, 2017
1980
David R. Crawford — Feb. 3, 2018
Robert D. Stewart Jr. — July 18, 2017
Teresa Schuchter Testerman —
March 11, 2016
1981
D. Craig Adams — Feb. 7, 2018
Betty E. Bartels Bates — Dec. 31,
2017
Barry S. Galen — March 7, 2018
Donald P. Huber — Feb. 18, 2018
Paul J. Schirmer — Jan. 2, 2018
1982
Greg R. Lord — Jan. 2, 2018
Alice C. St. John Mogle — Sept. 20,
2017
Irene Stroud-Johnson — Jan. 15,
2018
Laurence Azar Warwar — Jan. 9,
2018
Arthur W. Werts — Dec. 13, 2017
1983
Keith G. Broseman — Jan. 7, 2018
Judith L. “Judy” Shawhan Rauch —
Aug. 12, 2016
Carol Steele Schwob — May 12, 2014
Jennifer C. Thompson — Feb. 14,
2018
1985
David J. “Pup” Athmer — Jan. 11,
2018
Dennis G. “Denny” Trentman —
Jan. 18, 2018
1987
Laura J. Barrows — Nov. 18, 2017
Catherine “Kate” Swinderman
Hardman — Jan. 29, 2018
Nancy L. “Lynn” Peverley —
Sept. 28, 2017
John R. Sass — March 22, 2018
1988
Kathleen P. Dolezal Duffus —
April 15, 2017
Raymond J. Dundes — Jan. 25, 2018
Daniel O. “Dan” Gerhard — Feb. 13,
2018
1990
Dennis A. Beach — Jan. 28, 2018
Michael J. “Mike” Menner — Dec. 17,
2017
1991
Sheila W. Harrington — June 12, 2017
Amy E. Schweizer Norton — March
20, 2018
John C. “Cookie” Sechrist — Feb. 7,
2018
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1992
Kathy A. Pfarrer Tucker — Dec. 3,
2017
1993
Samuel J. “Sam” DiGiando Jr. —
Feb. 24, 2018
1995
Mary K. Hayhow Simsek — June 26,
2014
1997
Carol A. Engel Rieger — Dec. 17, 2017
Julie Rader Wilson — Feb. 16, 2018
1998
Stephanie J. Sigler — Jan. 23, 2018
Debra L. Scott Tauber — March 4,
2018
1999
Nancy L. Puterbaugh Myers —
March 25, 2018
2009
Bryan T. Richardson — March 13, 2016
2013
Lindsey A. Frank Mora-Lopez —
Dec. 27, 2017
FRIENDS
William D. Borchers — March 8, 2018;
survived by brother-in-law Thomas
Burkhardt Jr. ’70.
Harold R. “Bud” Butts — Jan. 3, 2018;
founding member of the University
of Dayton Arena Association.
Emma Ann Feldmann — Feb. 5, 2018;
retired University staff; survived by
son Bill Feldmann ’68.
Father Joseph W. Goetz — Feb. 24,
2018; pastor of Holy Angels Parish, Dayton, and former University
faculty.
Mary Jane Kelleher— Nov., 26, 2017;
retired director of the University
child care center.
Jimmie L. Passmore — March 20,
2018; University department of
facilities management employee.
C. Patrick Rooney — Feb. 28, 2018;
survived by sons Pat Rooney ’82 and
Mike Rooney ’86.
Holly E. Rossbach — Feb. 22, 2018;
current student.
Marian O’Brien Shanahan — Nov. 4,
2017; survived by daughter Brigid
Shanahan Brakefield ’87 and sons
Steve Shanahan ’79 and Daniel
Shanahan ’80.
Teresa Anne Weber — March 6, 2018;
survived by daughter Catherine
Weber Mix ’02, University assistant vice president and director of
financial aid.
Thomas E. Willacker — July 9, 2017;
survived by father Terry Willacker
’68 and mother Mary Indovina
Willacker ’69.

Prayer intentions are collected
online through the Marianist Mission
at bit.ly/Marianist_Mission.
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generations. Our daughter, Julie,
lives in a home on the farm, as does
our son, Jim ’93, along with his wife,
Beth, and our granddaughters,
Katelyn and Josey. I worked in
education for 45 years: I taught in
the math department at TrotwoodMadison High School in Trotwood,
Ohio, for 30 years. I also taught
at Indiana University East and
was an attendance officer for
Preble County, Ohio. I retired in
2013 and stay active by farming
and doing woodworking projects.
Pam and I celebrated our 50th
wedding anniversary in December
2017 by going with our family on
a Caribbean cruise. We’re both
active in our church, as well as in
our granddaughter’s adventures
and our son’s new winery near
Eaton, Ohio. I have fond memories
of living at 105 Lawnview Ave.
during my years at UD. I had many
great professors, but my favorite
was a math instructor, Dr. Harold
Mushenheim, who helped me in
some of my advanced courses. I
also admired an older priest who
kept up the roses and flower beds
on campus. I was and still am a
Flyer basketball fan. I’m proud
that the University has made many
positive changes throughout the
years. The Class of 1968 was really
great, as all UD alumni are. Go
Flyers!”

DENNY FRYMAN ’77

Hit the ground running
Total miles: 27,169.4. That’s a trip around the earth with
2,268.4 miles to spare. Or a jog across the Great Wall of China,
twice. Or to the top of the Empire State Building 98,653 times.
Or for UD MBA graduate Denny Fryman, that’s 1,038 marathons
(and counting).
2018 marks Fryman’s 40th year running marathons. He credits his persistence to running partner and mentor Sy Mah, whom
he met during his fourth marathon. Mah recognized Fryman’s
potential to become a mega-marathoner, someone who competes
many times a year, and encouraged him to keep running.
“After each race, Sy and I would celebrate and them immediately plan our next one,” Fryman said. Mah passed away in 1988
but his words continue to inspire Fryman to this day: “Always
stay hungry.”
And he has. Running an average of 20 marathons a year
has earned Fryman, 70, the rank of No. 4 in North America and
No. 22 in the world for completed marathons.
“Running is part of my identity. I rarely run with anyone — it’s
my alone time with God, nature and my surroundings to let go and
sort things out,” Fryman said. “The runner’s high does exist. I call
it being ‘in the zone,’ and it’s the main reason I continue to run.”
Fryman spent 30 years in banking and as an adjunct instructor at the college level before moving to Florida where he now
has a third career as a concierge with Disney. For more than 17
years he’s been greeting guests, always on the lookout for fellow Flyers. “I can’t wait to ‘talk UD’ with
guests — we UD grads are amazing!”
Fryman also golfs, loves to read,
mostly the Bible and inspirational
or motivational books, and spending time with his wife of 45 years,
Dorann, and their two daughters
and grandchildren.
“Hopefully I can continue to
run as long as I am physically able,”
Fryman said. “I love the feeling
of being ‘free’ that running gives me. I get in a
place where my body,
mind and spirit come
together as one. The
feeling is incredible.”
— Jeaneen Parsons

1969
ROBERT BRAY (MED) and his
wife, Jayne, live in Brigantine,
New Jersey. The Middle Atlantic
Society of Orthodontists has given
him its Lifetime Achievement
Award. Robert’s practice, Brayces
Orthodontics, has several offices
in New Jersey, and he’s an active
member of a number of community
organizations, such as the American
Red Cross and the Boy Scouts of
America. In addition, Robert has
served on the Brigantine Board of
Education, is active in numerous
professional organizations, is an
associate clinical professor at the
Temple University Kornberg School
of Dentistry and is the recipient of
many awards.

As of press time, Fryman has completed
1,047 marathons.

1970
TOM “TUNA” NEIHENGEN (EDS)
lives in Bartlett, Illinois, with his
wife, Elaine. Tom’s letter to the
editor published in the spring issue
lamenting the lack of Class Notes
representing the Class of 1970
has started the ball rolling (see
“Letters” on Page 5). By way of
explanation, there’s now an entry
for 1970. Tom writes, “The ‘Tuna’
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nickname is how most of my fellow
students knew me on campus.
I was dozing on the lower bunk
of our room on the first floor of
Stewart Hall when my roommate,
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Neal, grabbed my legs to pull me
off the bed. As I left the bed my
legs rotated and suddenly Neal
started laughing so hard that he
could not stop. He asked me if I

Fryman’s marathon miles
equal:

Milano’s subs (whole @12"):
143,454,432 subs

Up and down
Blackburn
Court:
1,527,079
times

To the
top of the
Statue of
Liberty:
470,641
times

To the top of the
Eiffel Tower:
135,038 times

To the top of
the Empire
State Building:
114,836 times

Dayton
to Daytona:
14+
roundtrips

NYC to LA:
9.75 times

Around the world:
1 time (with 2,268 miles left over)

had ever seen how fishermen set
the hook on a tuna fish and throw
them on a large pile on the deck.
They are a mass of writhing tails.
He said, ‘you fell just like a tuna.’

He then proceeded to drag me
down the hallway so I decided
to yell ‘Tuna! Tuna!’ The name
became so associated with me that
even at a junior year party a girl
introduced me as Tom Tuna. I hope
that this explains the origin of the
nickname and that other members
of the Class of 1970 contribute
more items. Many of us have
accomplished much!”

1971
RAY CRESSY (SOC) and MARY
LOU GLASER CRESSY (PSY) live
in Mishawaka, Indiana. They write,
“We hosted
classmates Mark
Lakarosky and
Kathy Hoffman
Lakarosky ’71 for
a mini-reunion.
We all have great memories of
UD, especially of time spent in 5
South Marycrest Hall, apartment
2D in Campus South and in the 300
block of Kiefaber Street.”
KAREN KUZMICK MERKLE (EDE)
and PAUL MERKLE (MGT) live
in Medina, Ohio. Karen writes,
“Housemates and friends of
Cecelia ‘Cele’ Goad Thomas ’71 are
honoring her memory by donating
to the Erma Bombeck Writers’
Workshop in her name. Cele was
an avid reader, a published author
and a devoted Flyer fan. She was
special to her UD friends, who met
at Marycrest Hall, lived together
off campus on Kiefaber Street,
and shared lives and families after
graduating from UD. Cele’s warm
sense of humor and fun-loving spirit
were contagious. Her housemates
and friends have treasured
memories of great times shared
with her and her husband, Jim
Thomas ’71. We were lucky to have
known her. She will be missed but
lives on in our hearts.” To make a
donation, visit givenow.udayton.edu
(endowment fund No. 47995) or
use the envelope included in this
magazine.
SUZANNE TRAUTH (EDS) lives
in Woodland Park, New Jersey.
She writes, “After a career
teaching, directing and serving in
various administrative positions
at Montclair State University in
Montclair, New Jersey, I retired
from academic life several years
ago and embarked on my second
career. I’m now the author of
a mystery series, Dodie O’Dell
mysteries, released by Kensington
Publications. Show Time, Time Out
and Running Out of Time already
are in print, and Just in Time will
be published in September 2018.
It’s been an exciting, fun adventure

with almost as many deadlines as
my first career.”

1972
BOB BORGERDING (EDP)
and ELIZABETH POMPONI
BORGERDING ’73 (EDS) live in
Dayton. Bob writes, “I’m retired. As
an original rugby player, I’m very
excited about the 50th anniversary
of our first game in October 1969.
A big celebration is being planned.
I hope many original ‘ruggers’ will
make the celebration in fall 2019.”
JOHN GUHDE (PSY) lives in Dayton.
He writes, “I’ve joined a committee
to plan a celebration of the 50th
anniversary of rugby at UD. Our
first game was held Oct. 4, 1969.
The weekend of events will take
place in fall 2019 and celebrate the
accomplishments of the men and
women ‘ruggers’ who were proud
to wear the UD rugby uniform. I
look forward to seeing many of
you who I played with and against
through the years.”

1973
ELIZABETH POMPONI
BORGERDING (EDS) and BOB
BORGERDING ’72 (EDP) live in
Dayton.
KATHLEEN KELLY (SWK) and her
husband, Hans Baesel, live in Akron,
Ohio. She writes, “My third attempt
at retirement finally took hold. I had
a wonderful professional career
that included social work, as well as
serving as the CEO of a nonprofit,
as an adjunct instructor at the
graduate level, and, finally, as a
community journalist and writer. It’s
time to smell the roses and enjoy
life with my husband of 24 years.”
VINCE WHITE-PETTERUTI (IEN)
and his wife, Mary Louise, live in
Breckenridge, Colorado. He writes,
“My wife, ‘Duck,’ and I are marking
the 10th year of serving families
going through their cancer journey
through the nonprofit we started,
Domus Pacis Family Respite. This
organization provides week-long
respites in the high country of
Colorado for families going through
the worst of times. We provide
lodging, meals and activities free
of charge, thanks to the generosity
of our local community. Since its
inception, Domus Pacis has served
more than 650 families.”
BARRY SPYKER (JRN) and his wife,
Diane, live in Weston, Florida. He
writes, “I’ve retired after a 41-year
journalism career, the last 25 at
the Pulitzer Prize-winning Miami
Herald. My son is an engineer, my

daughter is a magazine editor, and
I’m a proud dad and an automotive
columnist for Tribune Publishing
and magazines in Indiana. The Flyers
still rock — along with the Phillies
and the Dolphins, of course.”

1974

CINDY PRASNIKAR MUELLER
(ACC) and husband STEVE MUELLER (PSY) met with friends Terry
and Joe Banks ’74 and Anna and
Greg Clouse ’74 on a beach in
Naples, Florida, and enjoyed the UD
Magazine together. Steve writes,
“We thought February 2018 was a
great time to gather in the warm
weather and rekindle established
friendships begun at 324 Kiefaber.
We brought some Flyer spirit to
Marco Island.” Cindy and Steve live
in Dayton.
EDWARD “WOODIE” SAMSEL
(COM) and MARGARET “PEGGY”
WOODS SAMSEL ’76 (EDU) live in
Brick, New Jersey. They write, “After
40 years in the power plant industry,
Woodie finally decided to retire
from his position as chief stationary
engineer with Ocean County, New
Jersey. We’re beginning retirement
with a bucket list trip to Australia
and New Zealand. We’re looking
forward to traveling, visiting friends
and enjoying life here at the Jersey
Shore. Life is good.”

1976
PATRICIA MURPHY (SOC) lives in
Potomac, Maryland. She writes, “I’ve
worked at Potomac Animal Hospital
since 1985.”
MARGARET “PEGGY” WOODS
SAMSEL (EDU) and EDWARD
“WOODIE” SAMSEL ’74 (COM)
live in Brick, New Jersey. They
write, “We’re beginning retirement
with a bucket list trip to Australia
and New Zealand. We’re looking
forward to traveling, visiting friends
and enjoying life here at the Jersey
Shore. Life is good.”

1977
DANIEL MCDADE (COM) and his
wife, Mary Jo, live in Philadelphia.
Dan writes, “We golfed with Joe
Clark ’78 and his wife, Sondra, in
late September 2017 in southwest
Ireland. While at the Cliffs of Moher,
we met Bill Sahnd ’78 and Patty Fee
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Sahnd ’78 on their way to cheer
on their son, who was running the
2017 Berlin Marathon. On the first
tee box of the Tralee Golf Course,
Joe and I met Eamon Reilley, who’d
just been at UD’s Family Weekend
after visiting his son, who’s in UD’s
Class of 2021.”
MAURA MORAN (MTH) lives in
Sudbury, Massachusetts. She
writes, “I’m an active volunteer with
the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) and am a candidate
for IEEE-USA’s 2019
president-elect. I was
the 2016-17 vice president for
government relations for IEEE-USA.
I’m also active with the Women’s
Bar Association of Massachusetts
and the Venture Café, which
supports global innovation. I’m a
partner at Cambridge Technology
Law, advising on intellectual
property, technology transfer,
licensing and strategic alliances.
I conduct patent prosecution for
tech, ranging from software and
robotics to sporting goods. I am the
proud mother of two grown-ups
who are happy, healthy and welllaunched.”

1978
TOM CUNNINGHAM (COM) and
his wife, Joyce, live in Trenton,
New Jersey. He writes, “All Access
Music Group recently named me
Hot AC Format Editor. All Access
remains the music industry’s largest
resource for both the radio and
record communities. As I’ve done for
the past 15 years, I host commercial
radio’s only all-Bruce Springsteen
show. “The Bruce Brunch” airs
on 105.7 The Hawk WCHR-FM on
Sunday mornings at my beloved
Jersey Shore. Joyce and I will
celebrate our 40th anniversary this
September. Speaking of 40th, I’m
hoping to be back at UD in June.”

1979
BOB CASSELBERRY (CME) and
his wife, Stacey, live in Lower
Burrell, Pennsylvania. He writes,
“I’m pleased to announce this ‘work’
thing has gone on long enough
and, as of Jan. 31, I’m done with it.
Having graduated within spitting
distance of the bottom of my
chemical engineering class, I’m sure
all my former classmates and any
of my teachers who haven’t moved
on to that big unit ops lab in the sky
will be amazed to learn that I had
a satisfying, successful and fairly
lucrative career. Unable to get a
cushy office job after graduating
(because abysmal GPAs do have
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consequences), I started as a field
engineer doing environmental work.
Since those were the early days for
the environmental business and no
one knew what was going on, I fit
right in. I got my first patent within
a couple years of graduation and
decided to get a graduate degree.
Based on my UD academic career,
a master’s in engineering was out.
I had a buddy in law school who
wasn’t very bright and seemed
to be doing well so I gave it a try.
Turns out, law is much easier than
engineering because legal questions
don’t necessarily have ‘correct’
answers. Making it up as you go
along is actually a desirable legal
skill. Once again demonstrating
my academic prowess, I graduated
in the upper half of the lower
third of my law school class. After
that, I proceeded to fool most of
my coworkers most of the time. I
eventually rose to senior counsel,
specializing in environmental law
for a Fortune 500 manufacturing
company. My three sons, the triplets,
are doing exceptionally well. Two
are, in spite of their DNA, chemical
engineers. My namesake, Bobby
Jr., went to UD, where he breezed
through his undergrad classwork
and is now finalizing his master’s in
chemical engineering. There’s even
talk of him someday teaching at UD.
Having a Bob Casselberry teaching
at UD, even if it isn’t me, is the kind

of cosmic irony that’s too crazy to
make up.”

1980
KURT STEIGER (MGT) and his
wife, Jean, live in Lebanon, Ohio.
He writes, “It’s amazing that we’ve
approached 50 years of rugby at UD.
I played in 1977-78. It was a good
time and good season. I remember
playing in Akron in 15 inches of snow,
the camaraderie, competitiveness
and fun. Rugby was a new game in
the UD world back then, but it lives
on as a successful club team that
deserves more recognition of its
accomplishments. The sport gave a
lot to me.”

1982
JANET ALTIERI ABRAM (MKT) and
her husband, Phil, live in Tucson,
Arizona. She writes, “We’ve retired.
After moving five times across the
country and back, we like to call this
our last house.”

1983
CHARLES “CHUCK” BALDWIN
(LAW) lives in Carmel, Indiana. The
International Law Office gave him
its 2018 Client Choice Award, and
Chuck was the exclusive winner
of the employment and benefits

category for Indiana. Chuck is the
managing director for the firm
Ogletree Denkins.
DONNA FOURNIER NOCK (MKT)
brought along
the winter
issue of UD
Magazine to a
recent vacation
in Punta Islita,
Guanacaste, Costa Rica. Donna lives
in Mount Juliet, Tennessee.
MARK RILEY (ACC) and his wife
live in Pittsburgh. He writes, “I’m
a financial executive for a tech
company. I’m married with two
college-age children, neither of
whom chose to attend UD despite
my heavy promotion. However, many
of their high school friends attend
UD, and I tell those kids that after 35
years, I’m still running strong with
many of my UD classmates. Led
by our connector, John ‘The Glue
Man’ Allen, we meet two or three
times a year whether in Cleveland,
Pittsburgh or Nashville. The
regular crew from the Class of ’83
includes John Sullivan, Mike Brady,
Steve Boros, Greg Bennett, Scott
Simmerly and me. Does anybody
know where Tim Hunt ’83 is?”
GUY TURNER (CRJ) and his wife,
Dennine, live in Westlake, Ohio.
He writes, “On Jan. 5, 2018, I
retired from the Westlake Police
Department. I had more than 33

years of service, leaving with the
rank of captain. I owe a great deal
of my success to the UD criminal
justice program and professors
like Jeff Ingram. What’s next? Stay
tuned.”
MARY SLISZ (LAW) lives in Buffalo,
New York. Mary was elected to the
New York State Supreme Court
for a term that began Jan. 1, 2017.
Justice Frank Caruso ’81 swore her
in. Both serve in the 8th Judicial
District of New York.

1984
LYNNE CORRY-ROBERTS (COM)
writes that she, her husband, and
their two daughters in 2011 went
on a monthlong family trip down
under to Brisbane,
Palm Cove, Uluru
and Sydney,
Australia. Lynne
says her daughters
turn right to the ‘Where Are You
Reading’ section of UD Magazine
when it arrives in the mailbox.
Lynne writes, “They made sure to
pack the magazine so I could get
a picture with it.” Lynne lives in
Venetia, Pennsylvania.
ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY
MEYER (IET) and her husband,
Dean, live in Barrington, Illinois.
She writes, “On Feb. 17, 2018, we
became proud grandparents of

ANATOMY OF A CLASS NOTE ’81
PAUL LABBE ’81 (CLT) and his wife, Jan,
toured New Zealand in April 2018, with
23 hiking friends
from around the
world. The group,
self-named the
NZ Trampers,
completed a twoweek adventure
by tramping the
33.5 mile Milford
Track in Fiorland
National Park in the Milford Sound on the
south island. The group toured many of
the wineries on Waiheke Island across
the bay from Auckland on the north island. From Hobbiton in Matamata, geysers
in Rotorua, the wineries of Waiheke Island, to the beauty of quaint Queenstown,
Paul said, “It was awesome to experience
the Kiwi spirit. Kia Ora.”
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PAUL AND JAN Paul
met his wife when he
was going through the
nuclear medicine
program at Miami
Valley Hospital in
Dayton and Jan
was attending a
nursing program
there. Paul said
“We both were
residing in the
hospital’s nursing dorm, with the odds in
my favor — four guys to
200 girls.”
NZ TRAMPERS The 23
friends were a combination of hiking and biking
pals that Paul and Jan had
shared outdoor adventures
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with in the past. In 2016,
the group took a bike and
barge trip to France touring the countryside. In New
Zealand, hikers are known
as trampers.
MILFORD TRACK This is
a famous tramping route
in New Zealand that is
more than 50 km long. The
hike starts at Glade
Wharf and ends
at Sandfly Point,
going through
rainforests,
wetlands and an
alpine pass.
WAIHEKE ISLAND
Known for its
award-winning
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wineries, Paul and his
group took shuttle buses
and toured the various wineries, hiked between stops
and even did some olive oil
tasting.
KIA ORA This phrase is the
Maori — native New Zealander — language greeting. It means “life be
well/healthy”
and loosely
translates
to an informal hello in
English.

Grant Alexander Meyer. He weighed
8 pounds and was 20 inches long,
and he is the son of Kyle and Danika
Meyer, who live in Roanoke, Texas.
Who knows? Maybe Grant will be a
Flyer in 18 years.”

1985
SAMUEL LILLARD (POL)
and his wife, Monica, live
in Dublin, Ohio. Samuel
was elected partner at
the Columbus office of
Fisher Phillips.
ROBERT “BOB” YOUNG (ACC)
and MARGARET DAVISON YOUNG
’86 (MGT) live in Westerville, Ohio.
Bob writes, “I retired in January
2017 after 20 years at J.P. Morgan
Asset Management, most recently
as chief operating officer of our
global mutual fund business. While
I still plan to travel extensively with
Margaret, catch up with friends and
family, and find a way to give back
to my community, I couldn’t resist
the opportunity to stay connected
with the financial services industry.
In July 2017, I joined the board of
directors of the Nuveen Funds in
Chicago. Margaret and I plan to stay
here in Westerville and make even
more use of our Flyer basketball
season tickets, which we have
faithfully held since 1986.”

1986
JAY RIZZO (MIS) and his wife,
Julie, live in Saint John, Indiana.
He writes, “I had an amazing time
at UD, but my best experiences
came from the rugby club. While
playing rugby at UD, I don’t think
we had any exceptional years as
far as our record was concerned,
but the bond I had with my
teammates is still strong 30 years
later. Regardless of how seldom
I bump into them, whenever I do,
the stories bring me right back to
when we were at UD. I’ve since
played in the men’s rugby national
championships multiple times
and coached a collegiate all-star
national championship team, a
Division I national contender men’s
team and an Illinois state runner-up
high school team. Now I’ve found
another home, coaching rugby
once again. I can honestly say that
UD rugby has shaped my personal
and professional life and provided
me with a lifetime of memories.
My sons are amazing players,
and I would not trade the life UD
rugby gave me for anything in the
world. I cannot wait for the 50th
anniversary reunion in October
2019. I don’t get back to Dayton
often, but this event is already on

my calendar. I hope others will
attend as well. I look forward to
seeing some old (literally) friends.”
MARGARET DAVISON YOUNG
(MGT) and ROBERT “BOB”
YOUNG ’85 (ACC) live in
Westerville, Ohio.

1987
MICHAEL SCHRAMM (MGT)
and MILISSA ALEXANDER
SCHRAMM ’88 (COM) live in
Fairfield, Connecticut. Michael is a
principal at Cloud Security Solutions

FATHER DANIEL REEHIL ’87

Unplugged and on fire
Father Daniel Reehil will tell you his path to priesthood
wasn’t necessarily a pretty one.
“Me and my classmates, we are a part of the first generation
to be constantly bombarded by images and sounds,” Reehil
said. “Living in all that noise is the biggest threat to people’s
faith in 2018.”
In the late ’90s, Reehil was in the thick of the noise. He was
working as a sales director for a major public relations firm on
Wall Street, but he was depressed and suffering from the same
nightmare every night.
A friend asked him to go with her to the town of Medjugorje,
a popular site of Catholic pilgrimage, because she was nervous
about traveling to Bosnia alone. Reehil happened to be renting
a villa in Italy just across the Adriatic Sea from Medjugorje at
the time, and he thought, how different could it be?
“I thought it would be like a vacation,” Reehil said. “It wasn’t.
There were no hotels there at that time. You stayed in the homes
of the people who lived there. There were certainly no TVs or
anything like that. In fact, there wasn’t even a whole lot of heat.”
But there was definitely a lot of faith. Every day the entire
town (a couple of thousand people) attended Mass together.
“It inspired me to go to confession for the first time in 20
years. When I was finished, the priest told me he thought I was
being called. Frankly, I thought he
hadn’t understood my English that
well.”
Twenty years later, as pastor
of St. Edward Parish in Nashville,
Tennessee, Reehil is fired up
about fighting the noise.
“People tell me that they
don’t know how to pray,” said
Reehil. “Well, first you have to
unplug for at
least 20 minutes. Prayer
needs to be
all consuming. Contemplative. I wish
everyone
could share
in that.”
—Michael
Dunekacke
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and writes, “I celebrate the men
and women who were proud to
wear the UD rugby uniform. I
loved playing the sport for four
years and a lot of successful folks
came out of this class, including
my good friend Kenny Oaks. We
qualified for the National Collegiate
Rugby Championship in 1987 and
finished second in the Midwest to
powerhouse Bowling Green, losing
a tough match by one point. John
Guhde ’72 is one of the original UD
‘ruggers,’ and he’s on the committee
planning the 50th anniversary
celebration of rugby’s being played
at UD, which will be held in fall
2019. More information will be
forthcoming.”

1988

CHARLES “CHUCK”
FUSSENEGGER (CMT) and his wife,
Florence, live in Louisville, Kentucky.
He writes, “I was captain of the
1987 UD rugby team. The 1987
season was the most successful
for UD rugby in its then 20 years
of existence, ending the season
with an 8-2 record. UD finished
second in the Midwest behind
national power Bowling Green
State University. UD also had the
most players ever selected to Ohio
and Midwest all-star teams, which
played in tournaments all over the
country, competing against select
U.S. and international teams. I hope
rugby players will join the 50th
anniversary celebration that will be
held in fall 2019.”
ED GARDNER (ACC) and KRISTY
VONDERHAAR GARDNER ’91 (EDE)
visited UD friends Beth Hickey
Courtiss ’91 and Mary Schlotter
Hickey ’64 in Irvine, California.
Ed and Kristy live in Louisville,
Kentucky.
MIKE LAIMAN (MAT) was reading
UD Magazine on a recent trip to
Hawaii. Mike writes, “We visited St.
Benedict's
painted
church
(officially
called St.
Benedict
Roman Catholic Church) in
Honaunau on the Big Island of
Hawaii, where in the 1800s Father
John Berchmans Velghe painted
scenes from the Bible and lives of
the saints to encourage people’s
faith.” Mike lives in Granger, Indiana.
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THOMAS ROCK (PUB) lives in
New York City. He’s been selected
for a Fulbright Award and will be
one of 10 participants in the 2018
program for international education
administrators to visit Japan in
June. Tom is vice provost for
student affairs at Teachers College,
Columbia University.

our son, George ’17, graduate with
an honors diploma in December.
We also enjoyed the opportunity
to get back to campus and relive
some of our times there. Of course,
our home in Columbus has a front
porch.”

MILISSA ALEXANDER SCHRAMM
(COM) and MICHAEL SCHRAMM ’87
(MGT) live in Fairfield, Connecticut.

1989
RALPH DESTEPHANO (PSS) and
ELLEN SCANLON-DESTEPHANO
(ENG) live in Johnsburg, Illinois.
Ralph writes, “I’m a functional
neurologist at Spring Grove Medical
Office in the Chicago area.”
KEVIN FOLEY (FIN) lives in Houston.
He writes, “I’m working as an
insider risk information security
professional in the oil and gas
industry. I’m on the committee
planning a weekend celebration for
the 50th anniversary of UD rugby.
The first game was played Oct. 4,
1969. The weekend of events will
take place in fall 2019 and celebrate
the accomplishments of the men
and women who were proud to
wear the uniform of UD rugby. Join
the rugby alumni Facebook group,
University of Dayton Rugby Alumni.
I look forward to seeing many of
those I played with and against
through the years.”
KRISTIN MEYER PADAVICK (ECO)
and GEORGE PADAVICK ’91 (EVT)
live in Columbus, Ohio. They write,
“We enjoyed watching our son,
George ’17, graduate with an honors
diploma in December. We also
enjoyed the opportunity to get back
to campus and relive some of our
times there. Of course, our home in
Columbus has a front porch.”

1991
KRISTY VONDERHAAR GARDNER
(EDE) and ED GARDNER ’88 (ACC)
visited UD friends
Beth Hickey
Courtiss ’91 and
Mary Schlotter
Hickey ’64 in
Irvine, California, taking time to
smile with the summer 2017 issue
of UD Magazine. Ed and Kristy live in
Louisville, Kentucky.
GEORGE
PADAVICK
(EVT) and
KRISTIN
MEYER
PADAVICK
’89 (ECO) live in Columbus, Ohio.
They write, “We enjoyed watching
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1992

KRISTIE IORIO BREEN (MIS)
and her husband, Michael, live in
Cincinnati. She writes, “Recently,
my college roommates and I
reunited and visited the UD campus

RAY CULL ’89

From lab to race course

Now that Ray Cull has reached the pinnacle of his chemistry
career, he has time for a new hobby: motorcycle racing.
The business executive has competed in amateur races
around the country, reaching speeds of 145 mph, his knee almost scraping the pavement as he banks through turns.
It’s quite a departure from his chemical engineering work.
Cull, 61, is executive director of global research and development for SI Group, an international chemical company based
in Schenectady, New York. Still, he approaches racing the same
way he’s managed his career — with a hard-driving work ethic
he developed growing up poor in a Kansas City suburb, where
he had to take care of his three younger siblings while juggling
homework.
“I guess I’m going through my (second) childhood,” he says.
“My first one was cut short, so I’m making sure my second one
lasts a long time.”
Cull brought this hard-earned work ethic to the University
of Dayton in the late 1980s, where he earned a master’s degree
in materials engineering. And also to his time in the Air Force,
where he developed thermal-control coatings for satellites built
for President Ronald Reagan’s Star Wars program. He was also
involved in developing fireproof wallpaper for airplanes and a
project developing fruit scents for colored duct tape (the latter
never made it to market — lawyers thought kids might eat the
tape, Cull said).
He’s been at SI Group for three years, in a senior position
overseeing the company’s R&D investments on five continents. He misses
the lab, but he fills his tinkering
needs by working on and racing
motorcycles. In this instance, his
work and hobby almost coincide — some of the safety gear
he wears includes high-tech foam
similar to products he once worked
on.
“I wear a lot of protection. I
even wear an air bag that inflates around me if I go
off the motorcycle,”
he says. “I can slide
across the ground
at 100 miles per
hour and not have
a scratch on me.”
—Alan Weschler

after many years. It was wonderful
to be back on campus with Sharon
Byrd Davies
’92, Beth
Hackett
Pasquale
’92, Renee
Lemmons
Ennis ’92 and Jill Felczak
Blumenthal ’92. Thanks to the
alumni relations office, we toured
campus. We were so impressed with
the changes while remembering
times spent in those buildings. The
laughs and stories were neverending as we stopped at our
favorite watering hole and sub shop.
UD provided a good education, and
it also gave us priceless, lifelong
friendships.”
SANDRA RESTREPO TANNER
(EDE)(EEH), along with Jeffrey
Hazlett ’90,
Heather Dunford
’91, Lynn
Muckerman
'91 and Lauren
Smith '91, met in
Helen, Georgia, for a long weekend
in July 2017. The group enjoyed
tubing while staying at a mountain
cabin. Sandra writes, “One of the
highlights of the weekend? A front
porch visit from a bear cub!” Sandra
and her husband, Scott, live in
Cumming, Georgia.

1993
JIM MOORE (ESA) and his wife,
Nora, live in Troy, Ohio. He writes,
“I worked the last 17 years of a
30-year career in counseling at
Upper Valley Medical Center while
also working part time for Dr. Steve
Liptak and associates. My primary
focus was the treatment of trauma
survivors. After retiring in 2011,
I’ve pursued a lifelong interest in
the arts and in supporting our UD
Flyers.”

1994
MIKE BONOMO (MIS) and KATE
HAROLD (ENG) live in Cincinnati.
They write, “Mike is an IT manager,
and Kate is a freelance writer. We
have three kids in grade school.
We’ve been enjoying visiting UD
often since we now have two nieces
who are sophomores: Abby Hines
and Kelly Hines, both Class of 2020.
We got together with Kimberly
‘Pedie’ Brewer ’95 and her family for
UD’s last home game on March 3.
We love staying in touch with all of
our Flyer friends.”

1995
ALFRED “AL” COREY (HST) lives in
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Grand Island, Nebraska. Gov. Pete
Ricketts chose Al to be a county
court judge for the Ninth Judicial
District in Grand Island, Nebraska,
on April 21, 2017. Before his
appointment, Al was an associate
with Shamberg, Wolf, McDermott
& Depue.
LYNN REYNOLDS (LAW) lives in
Dayton. Lynn has joined
the firm of Faruki Ireland
Cox Rhinehart & Dusing.
Previously, Lynn was
vice president and head
of legal at LexisNexis. Lynn also
serves on the board of directors
for the Greater Dayton Volunteer
Lawyers Project and is co-chair of
the Dayton area’s annual Campaign
for Equal Justice.

1996
CHARLES WHIPPLE (LAW) lives in
Leominster, Massachusetts.
Lawyers Weekly magazine
has recognized Charles as
a 2018 Leaders in the Law
recipient. Charles is senior
vice president and general counsel
at Wellforce, Inc.

1999
JUDI GOETTEMOELLER MARTIN
(MKT) and her husband, Matthew,
live in Lewiston,
Montana. The Lewiston
News-Argus selected
Judi as one of 20
Rising Stars of Central
Montana. Judi is a reimbursement
analyst with Employee Benefits
Management Services (EBMS)
and is involved with many civic
organizations, such as the Jaycees,
Lewistown Youth Baseball
Softball Association, Central
Montana Tournament Committee,
the Fergus High Booster Club,
the Central Montana Fair
Entertainment Committee and the
Elks Lodge. Last year, she won the
Best of the Best State Performers
for serving as chair of the Jaycees’
community benefit raffle. She
writes, “Working to be my best
self is important to me. My family
inspires me and I consider my
children — ages 14, 10 and 7 — my
greatest accomplishment.”

2000
BOB WOODYARD (MIS)
and JAMIE DARGART
(BIO) announce the
birth of Gabriel (5-417), who joins sister
Theresa (3-6-12) at
home in Sylvania, Ohio.

in Bellevue, Kentucky. Jay
has been promoted to
vice president, digital and
e-commerce, at the firm
84.51°.

Can UDentify us?
It's homecoming
time on campus, and
students pause from
the festivities to smile
for the camera. But
who are they? If you
can identify these
faces from the 1998
yearbook, email
magazine@udayton.edu. And see more archival images from digital
Daytonians at ecommons.udayton.edu.

SHANDA SANDERS STEELE (ESM)
and her husband, Matt, live in
Greenfield, Indiana. She writes, “I
just want to give a shout out to the
2003 UD women’s rugby national
champions team. We’re celebrating
our 15-year anniversary. All rugby
alumni, men and women, mark
your calendars for Dayton rugby’s
50th anniversary in fall 2019. More
details to come.”

From our last issue

SARAH GAYNOR WORLEY (ENG)
and RANDY WORLEY ’06 (CIE)
live in Tipp City, Ohio. They write,
“Sarah works at Dungan and
LeFevre in Troy, Ohio. In December
2017, she passed her Certified
Attorney Specialists exam in estate
planning, trust and probate law.
In March 2018, she also became a
shareholder/equity partner at her
firm. Randy and our two children —
Quinn (9-6-12) and Parker (12-2815) — are very proud of her.”

In our UDentify from the spring issue, we tried to match the facial
hair with a name of the intramural king shown in the Daytonian
photo from 1978. Dalier J.
Ramirez ’81 identified Jace
Reyes ’81 (top row, third
from left) and Antonio
“Toño” Franceschi ’80 (bottom row, third from left).
Twitter also lent a hand,
with suggestions coming
from @jonnypres1, @UDFlyerNation and @SteveBHoop, who offered, “The man in the No. 55 jersey appears to be the late, great (and I do mean great) Kenny Gines.”
We reached out to Antonio, who added to the roster Tito Vidal (top
left), Arty Moreno (top, fourth from left), Felix Colón (bottom left)
and Juan Carlos Sierra (bottom right). “By the way,” wrote Antonio,
“we won the volleyball intramurals four years in a row against the
previous champions, a team of students from Lebanon. Our team
name was ‘Puerto Rico’ since most of the players were from PR.”

2001
KEVIN DORAN (INS)(SPN) lives in
Centennial, Colorado. He writes,
“2019 marks the 50th anniversary
of rugby at UD, and the alumni
are planning an event for fall 2019
to celebrate. Though I graduated
17 years ago, I still keep in close
contact with a number of fellow
‘ruggers,’ as we share a bond
through the University and rugby
team that few other schools and
sports have. I have too many great
memories from playing rugby at
Dayton to count. The game and
the school have made an indelible
impact on my life and for that I
am grateful. I hope to see all of
my fellow ‘ruggers’ at the 50th
anniversary next year. Go Flyers!”

2003
ERIK BLAINE (PSY)(CJS) and
ALEXA VANDEGRIFT ’06 (LAW)
live in Vandalia, Ohio. Erik is now a
judge with the Montgomery County

2004

(Ohio) Common Pleas Court’s
general division and has been
named a Super Lawyer Rising Star
for 2018 for his work with the firm
of Wright & Schulte before taking
the bench. Erik was also named
a Super Lawyer Rising Star in
2015, 2016 and 2017, and he was a
Dayton Business Journal 2014 40
Under Forty honoree. In addition,
Erik is the vice president of the
University of Dayton School of
Law Alumni Association.
RUSS MAJKRZAK (ACC) lives in
Broadview Heights,
Ohio. He’s been
promoted to principal
in the firm HW&Co., a
business advisory firm.
Russ also coaches for the Parma
Hockey Association.
AMY POEPPELMAN MARCOTTE
(MEE) and her husband, Kevin,
live in Mason, Ohio. She writes,
“There will be an event in fall 2019
commemorating Dayton rugby’s
50th anniversary.”
JAY SCHERGER (ACC) lives
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JENNY DEMARIO (MKT)(ENT)
married Brad McCulloch Oct. 14,
2017, in Marietta, Georgia. She
writes,
“I’ve lived
in Atlanta
since moving
here the
week after
graduation. Flyers in attendance
included my mother, Carol Condon
DeMario ’73, and bridesmaids Pattie
Brosnan Burgdorf ’08, Amanda Rice
Zerbe ’08, Sydney Hubbard ’07 and
maid of honor Sara Steinberg ’08.”
The couple lives in Atlanta.
ELIZABETH WITTENBERG
LIMJUCO (MKT) and her husband,
Manny, announce the birth of Lucas
Manalo (9-20-17), who joins them at
home in San Francisco. She writes,
“Manny and I are so in love with
Lucas. His godmother is Katherine
Wittenberg ’07.”
JEREMY L. REIDY (LAW) and his
wife, Rebecca, live in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. Jeremy
was elected partner in
Barnes & Thornburg’s
Fort Wayne office and is
a member of the firm’s corporate
department.

2005
JAMES SANDY (CMT) lives in
Fairlawn, Ohio. James has been
named a member of the Cleveland
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office of the firm McGlinchey
Stafford, where he focuses his
practice on consumer financial
services, business and commercial
litigation.

PAMELA CROSS YOUNG ’02

Inspiring future educators

CHERYL MCLAUGHLIN STAATS
(SPN)(SOC) and
her husband, Ben,
announce the birth
of Grant Benjamin
(12-25-17), who joins
sister Meredith at home in Hilliard,
Ohio. Cheryl writes, “Grant arrived
Christmas morning, making for
quite the 7-pound, 10-ounce
Christmas present.”

Empowering the next generation of leaders is what cements
Pamela Cross Young’s lifelong career as an educator.
With more than three decades of experience, Young sees
her life’s calling met when she recognizes her students learning.
“I feel so motivated when I see the lightbulb go off in one of
my students’ minds, and I can recognize that whatever concept
I was trying to get across has somehow finally been understood,”
Young said.
The Cleveland native’s passion was recognized in 1992.
While serving as the principal of Snowhill Elementary School
in Springfield, Ohio, she became the state’s second Milken National Educator Awardee, deemed the Oscars of education. The
award, which surprises recipients with $25,000 of unrestricted
funds, recognizes individuals with exceptional educational talent, accomplishments and future potential.
“I really enjoyed being the principal of Snowhill,” Young
said. “I always made sure that every night when I came home, I
had done the right thing — for the common and greater good —
for all the children who were entrusted to my care.”
It was that attitude that caught the eye of Ohio Department
of Education’s then-superintendent Susan Zelman, who offered
Young the position of associate superintendent of ODE overseeing educational reform and urban education for Ohio public
schools.
Young, who holds a bachelor’s degree in education from
Bowling Green State University and a doctorate in educational
leadership from UD, officially retired
from public service in 2005. But her
calling as a teacher remains strong.
She is now director of accreditation and a clinical faculty member
for UD’s School of Education and
Health Sciences where she continues to inspire future educators pursuing master’s or doctoral degrees.
“I believe truly that it is important not only to demonstrate
leadership and service but to
show, by the experience I
have, the practical application of being a scholar
and educator,” she
said. “I believe it is
my responsibility.”
—Gita
Balakrishnan

ABBY DAHLINGHAUS (MKT)
and her husband, Mark
Connell, announce
the birth of Lincoln
Alexander Connell (11-1117), who joins brothers
Grayson, 2, and Braylon, 10, at
home in Lebanon, Ohio.

2006
COLLEEN EYNON (CJS) lives
in Westlake, Ohio. She writes,
“Dayton will be celebrating 50
years of rugby in 2019. I played all
four years on the women’s team.
We won a national championship
in 2003, which was one of my
greatest accomplishments in life.
I’m still friends with the girls I
played with, and every two years
we try to get together for a
reunion and shenanigans.”
GEORGE FELS (CME) and
KERRY BUKVIC FELS (PUB)
live in Cleveland. Kerry writes,
“UD rugby is celebrating its 50th
anniversary next year, and we’ll
be commemorating the milestone
with a weekend celebration in fall
2019. I was honored to be a part of
the women’s team from 2002-06.
We represented UD on countless
road trips, tournaments, and as
Midwest champions twice and
national champions in 2003. Go
Flyers!”
ALEXA VANDEGRIFT (LAW) and
ERIK BLAINE ’03 (PSY)(CJS) live
in Vandalia, Ohio.
RANDY WORLEY (CIE) and
SARAH GAYNOR WORLEY ’03
(ENG) live in Tipp City, Ohio, with
their two children, Quinn (9-6-12)
and Parker (12-28-15).

2007
MOLLY BYTNAR
DEL MONTE (INB)
and FERNANDO DEL
MONTE ’08 (CEE)
announce the birth
of Clara Elizabeth (10-9-17) who
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joins big brother Nandito at home in
Webster Groves, Missouri. Molly is a
stay at home mom.
THERESA FLORES (EHU) lives in
Columbus, Ohio. She won a Top 10
L’Oreal Women of Worth award for
her work in combating human
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trafficking. Theresa founded the
Save Our Adolescents
from Prostitution
(S.O.A.P.) Project, an
outreach organization
fighting modern-day
slavey. L’Oreal Paris donated

$10,000 to the S.O.A.P. Project to
fund an educational scholarship
that will help survivors earn their
GEDs or attend college. S.O.A.P. has
distributed more than one million
bars of soap that include the national
human trafficking hotline number.
Visit www.soapproject.org for more
information.
JONATHAN HERR (CME) and LISA
KOSTER HERR ’12 (ACC) announce
the birth of Samantha (12-1417), who joins them at home in
Cincinnati.
TOMMY WARGO (CME) and
COURTNEY GARDNER WARGO
’08 (CME) announce the birth of
Ellia Grace (10-15-17), who joins
brother Tycen (1-7-13) and sister
Paige (7-14-15) at home in West
Chester, Ohio. They write, “We’d
like to introduce our newest future
Flyer. We are just over the moon in
love and can’t wait to bring Ellie to
campus for Reunion Weekend.”

2008
ALEX BUSKIRK (POL) and
HANNAH-MARIE AVERY BUSKIRK
(ECE) announce the
birth of Parker Avery
(9-12-17), who joins
brother Landon, 3, at
home in Pickerington, Ohio. They
write, “Parker weighed 9 pounds, 14
ounces, and was 21.5 inches long. We
love watching Landon and Parker
develop the special bond that only
brothers can have.”
JOE DELIBERATO (ACC) and
STEPHANIE WIEZBENSKI
DELIBERATO ’09 (FRN) announce
the birth of Anthony Joseph (10-2817), who joins bulldog Irving at home
in Lakewood, Ohio.
FERNANDO DEL MONTE (CEE) and
MOLLY BYTNAR DEL MONTE ’07
(INB) announce the birth of Clara
Elizabeth (10-9-17) who joins big
brother Nandito at home in Webster
Groves, Missouri. Fernando is a civil
engineer working for Tetra Tech, Inc.
JOHN GRIMES (MKT) married
COURTNEY WELCH ’09 (RTV)
(CMM) July 23, 2016. The couple
lives in Chicago.
COURTNEY GARDNER WARGO
(CME) and TOMMY WARGO ’07
(CME) announce the birth of Ellia
Grace (10-15-17), who
joins brother Tycen
(1-7-13) and sister Paige
(7-14-15) at home in
West Chester, Ohio. They write,
“We’d like to introduce our newest
future Flyer. We are just over the
moon in love and can’t wait to
bring Ellie to campus for Reunion
Weekend.”

2009
STEPHANIE WIEZBENSKI
DELIBERATO (FRN) and
JOE DELIBERATO ’08
(ACC) announce the birth
of Anthony Joseph (1028-17), who joins bulldog
Irving at home in Lakewood, Ohio.

KELSIE NOE (PHO)(PUB) married
JOSH BEITEL (MKT)(ENT) Sept.
1, 2017, in St. Augustine, Florida.

They write, “UD alumni and even
one student made up the majority
of the guest list and bridal party.
UD alumnae bridesmaids included
Jackie Miller Peace, Jackie Dorsey
Weber, Allison Craig, Jamie Schofield
Hilfer, Jessica Brighton Curtis, Kerry
Beitel and Olivia Depperschmidt. UD
alumni groomsmen included Nick
Lannan, Dave Hritz, Brad Krzyston,

GEORGE MERTZ ’05

COURTNEY WELCH (RTV)(CMM)
married JOHN GRIMES ’08 (MKT)
July 23, 2016. They write, “John
played football at UD. We had a
UD football grooms’ cake made for
our special day.” The couple lives in
Chicago.

2010
JOSH BEITEL (MKT)(ENT) married
KELSIE NOE (PHO)(PUB) Sept. 1,
2017, in St. Augustine, Florida. They
write, “UD alumni and even one
student made up the majority of
the guest list and bridal party. UD
alumnae bridesmaids included Jackie
Miller Peace, Jackie Dorsey Weber,
Allison Craig, Jamie Schofield Hilfer,
Jessica Brighton Curtis, Kerry Beitel
and Olivia Depperschmidt. UD
alumni groomsmen included Nick
Lannan, Dave Hritz, Brad Krzyston,
Alex Lewis, Jonathan Beitel and Alex
Vanioukov. Go Flyers!” The couple
lives in Dayton.
EDWARD GROCHOWIAK (ESM)
lives in Chicago. He writes, “I
founded GoEmpire Group, a fullservice sports
representation
firm, in 2011. My
client Reggie
Hearn recently
signed an NBA
contract with the Detroit Pistons.”
DANIEL HOWARD (BIO) lives in Port
Orchard, Washington. He writes,
“I’m currently a naval officer serving
aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz. I’m a dentist and division
officer in charge of the dental
department
aboard the ship.
We just finished
a deployment
of more than
six months to
the Persian Gulf
in support of Operation Inherent
Resolve. We also conducted joint
operations with the South Korean
and Japanese navies in the Sea of
Japan. I took this picture on the
flight deck of the ship.”

Proof is on the dinner plate
There is a restored greenhouse and a barn that was disassembled miles away and rebuilt on the property. There are tools
that someone left to rust, but here, they are repaired and put to
use. There are caring hands, harvesting and growing. These are
the bits of fabric that make up the quilt that is Patchwork Gardens
in Dayton.
George Mertz has always been interested in preserving energy and restoration. In 2007, this passion led him to purchase 12
acres of a weedy, vacant field in Dayton that has since turned into
a full-fledged farming operation.
Since then, the farm has picked up an additional 12 acres and
has gone from 30 to 250 customers during summer peaks. The
farm runs primarily through Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA) and serves its customers with a variety of produce, from
potatoes and turnips to winter squash and tomatoes. All of the
food is grown without the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides
or herbicides.
Mertz recalled that a photo sent in from a CSA member showing a child with a messy face splattered with butternut squash was
all he needed to know he was making an impact in the community.
“We’re doing our part in raising a new generation of eaters,”
Mertz said. “We believe that we need to produce more food locally that people are going to eat directly.”
Mertz’s roommates and friends
from UD wouldn’t be surprised
he found himself in the business of farming because,
even as a student, he was
interested in food and the
community around it. The
mechanical engineering major would bake his own bread
and grind his own flour weekly
and even held community dinners where he would feed his
friends for less than a dollar
per person.
“This is not just a job,”
Mertz said. “This is a life’s
work. If I didn’t believe in
it wholeheartedly, there’s
no way that I could spend
the time that I do.”
—Cari Zahn ’18
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Alex Lewis, Jonathan Beitel and Alex
Vanioukov. Go Flyers!” The couple
lives in Dayton.
TROY OLDFORD (IET) married
Kelly Jex Feb. 23, 2017, on a beach
in Grand Cayman. He writes, “We
celebrated on Aug. 5, 2017, with
family and friends in Port Huron,
Michigan, where we live. We’re
honored that everyone made the
trip to Michigan. More than 15
Flyers, six of whom lived with me
during freshman year, attended,
including Bryan Hoersten, Joe Silk,
Elizabeth Silk, Zach Goodson, Elyse
Goodson, Amanda Carter, Frank Hiti,
Melissa Hiti, Kevin Krabacher, Kristin
Krabacher, Jeff Butt, Katie Butt,
Scott Collins, Chris Recko, Jonathon
Reinhart and Dirk Rathman.”

2011
BRENDAN HADER (CMM) married
BRITTANY REINERT (EEP) June 10,
2017, in Cincinnati, where the couple
lives.
DANNY VOHDEN (CMM) married
KELLY LOFREDO ’12 (CMM) Dec. 22,
2017, in Chatham, New Jersey. They
write, “We’re both from Chatham.
Twenty alumni attended our
wedding, including three members
of the bridal party: Pat Vohden
’09, Kevin Sedlak ’11 and Anthony
Lofredo ’16. Also, many of the ladies
in attendance were from the bride’s
freshman year dorm.” The couple
lives in Hoboken, New Jersey.

BRITTANY REINERT (EEP) married
BRENDAN HADER (CMM) June 10,
2017, in Cincinnati, where the couple
lives.

2012
LISA KOSTER HERR
(ACC) and JONATHAN
HERR ’07 (CME)
announce the birth of
Samantha (12-14-17), who
joins them at home in Cincinnati.

KELLY LOFREDO (CMM) married
DANNY VOHDEN ’11 (CMM) Dec. 22,
2017, in Chatham, New Jersey. They
write, “We’re both from Chatham.
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Twenty alumni attended our
wedding, including three members
of the bridal party: Pat Vohden
’09, Kevin Sedlak ’11 and Anthony
Lofredo ’16. Also, many of the ladies
in attendance were from the bride’s
freshman year dorm.” The couple
lives in Hoboken, New Jersey.

certification.” Emily’s hometown is
Carmel, Indiana.

Rock. Paper. Twitters.

2013
CHAI KARYEN (PSY) lives in
Singapore. He writes, “I’ve been
serving as the research chair at the
Singapore Psychological Society
for about one year now, and I have
one more year to go. It has been
a fun journey so far. Being at UD
taught me about the importance
of community and the part that we
play in our community. That idea has
continued to influence my life after
graduating from UD. It is also that
mindset that makes me decide to
serve on the council of the Singapore
Psychological Society, so that I
may give back to my community of
psychologists in Singapore.”

EMMA ROSE MCFARLAND (EIS)
married MARK TULETA (MCT)
Dec. 30, 2017, in Cleveland. They
write, “About 40 UD alumni from
eight class years attended our
celebration.” The couple lives in
Lakewood, Ohio.

2014
KYLE LABUFF (LAW) lives in
Bridgeport, Connecticut. He writes,
“I have been chosen as a recipient of
The Honorable Anthony V. DeMayo
Pro Bono Award this year, which
recognizes exceptional pro bono
service to the community.”

2015
TIM KOVACH (CEE) married
MICHELLE TUCEK (ERL) Dec. 9,
2017, in New Jersey. They write, “We
celebrated our snowy wedding day
with
family
and
friends,
along
with
some fellow Flyers from our days on
Rogge and Lowes streets. Tim is a
project engineer for PSEG. Michelle
is a theology teacher at Immaculata
High School.” The couple lives in
Somerset, New Jersey.
TERESA WHITLEY (CMM) lives
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It’s never been easier to share your news with Flyers afar.
Whether you chisel, scribble or tweet the diary of your life,
take a moment to send a class note.
From first job to retirement, graduation to graduate degree,
babies to grandchildren, if it’s important to you,
it’s important to us.
Send rocks and paper to
Class Notes, 300 College Park, Dayton, OH 45469-1303
Emails to classnotes@udayton.edu
Tweets to @daymag
Pictures (and sculptures) always welcome.

in Durham, North Carolina. She
writes, “I work for LexisNexis
at the Research Technology
Center in Raleigh, North Carolina,
and was recently promoted to
manage a team of user experience
researchers.”

2016
KATE SASS (CMM) lives in
Louisville, Kentucky, and is
attending nursing school at the
University of Kentucky. She will
graduate in May 2019. Kate writes
to pay tribute to her uncle, John
Sass ’87, who passed away March
22, 2018. “My uncle always wanted
me to go to UD. When I chose UD as
my college while in high school, he
was absolutely ecstatic. When the
Flyers made it to the Elite 8 during
March Madness of my junior year,
he called me and told me to enjoy
every second of the experience. He
wished he could have been there to
join the celebration. I would text my
uncle every St. Patrick's Day with
photos of the celebration in the
student neighborhood. Like most
Flyers, St. Patrick’s Day was one
of his favorite days and memories
of UD. I will always feel connected
to my uncle through UD and that
connection makes graduating from
UD even more special to me. Being
fellow Flyers bonds people for a
lifetime. I hope to always feel my
uncle’s spirit at UD when I return to
visit.”

2018
PATRICK BENN (POL) will be
attending officer candidate school
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for the U.S. Marine Corps.
CHRISTIAN BOEHNLEIN (MEE)
lives in Minster, Ohio. He writes
to tell us what he will miss about
UD: “Lunch with Dr. Boehnlein
was the best — especially since his
favorite spot to eat on campus is
the Emporium.” Christian’s father,
James, is an associate professor in
UD’s Department of English.
MAX BOORSMA (CJS) is heading
for the Washington, D.C., area to
work and writes, “I enjoyed my time
at UD.”
ALLEN BRUCE (POL) writes, “I’m so
fortunate to have gone to UD! I’ll be
working for the Children’s Defense
Fund.”
ALEXANDRA DAMIANI (CMM) is
originally from Vega Alta, Puerto
Rico. She writes, “I will be working
on production this summer in hopes
of moving to Los Angeles to work
for DreamWorks.”
KELLY DELISIO (ECE) is staying
in Dayton and writes, “I will be
teaching fourth grade at Holy
Angels School.”
BRITTANY FISHER (CMM) has
taken a position working in sales for
Crown Equipment.
MAGGIE FRENCH (CMM) lives in
Montgomery Village, Maryland, and
plans to work in public relations in
the Washington, D.C., area. Maggie
writes, “I will miss UD but I cannot
wait to see what the future holds
for me.”
EMILY FREYBERGER (MUT) writes,
“I’ll be finishing up my music therapy
degree with a six-month internship
at the Franciscan Life Process
Center before earning my board

ANNA HERRMANN (MUS) will be
moving to Detroit. She writes, “I will
be doing a year of service with the
Jesuit Volunteer Corps.”
MAGGIE JAEGER (PSY) lives in
Oxford, Ohio. She writes, “Next year
I will be attending the University of
Minnesota pursuing a doctorate in
social psychology.”
LIZ KYLE (SOC) will be staying in
Dayton this summer for an editorial
internship with the Dayton Business
Journal. Liz writes, “My time at UD
completely flew by and I couldn’t
have asked for a better experience.
I can’t wait to see what the future
holds for me.”
KATHERINE LIMING (CMM)(POL)
writes, “I am moving to Columbus,
Ohio, and doing communications
and policy research for Innovation
Ohio. My experience at the
Fitz Center for Leadership in
Community and as a Statehouse
Civic Scholar made this possible,
and I’m very thankful.”
ROBYN MCNAUGHTON (PSY)
(WGS) is heading home to Chicago
to pursue her master’s of education
in school and community counseling
at Loyola University Chicago.
ALLYSON PACIFICO (MTE) has
taken a position with global
services company Appirio and will
be traveling to Vietman and the
Philippines.
MARIE PINTO (MKT) writes that
she will be working in the rotational
program at Fifth Third Bank in the
commercial credit risk advisory
department.
JOE RAYRAY (CMM) is from Ewa
Beach, Hawaii, and plans to return
to the island to intern for a law
firm while preparing to attend law
school. Joe writes, “It was an honor
to spend the best four years of my
life at UD.”
BENJAMIN SCHMEUSSER (MED)
lives in Cleves, Ohio. Benjamin
writes, “The University of Dayton
is where you meet your best buds
for life.”
TORI SCHOEN (EMS) writes, “UD
and the people there prepared me
to follow God’s will for the future.”
She lives in Toledo, Ohio.
COLLIN SVENTY (IBM)(ENT) offers
some words of wisdom: “Making
goals is easy — making excuses is
easier.” Collin lives in Brookfield,
Illinois.
ELIZABETH THURGALAND (CMM)
writes, “I’m starting my career with
Lincoln Partners marketing firm
in Chicago and will be living in the
city.”

PERCEPTIONS
God’s honest truth

“Climb”

L

By Vicki Edwards Giambrone ’81

ike most kids, I lied a lot. My lies
weren’t strictly for the fun of it; I had
standards. Lies were reserved for
making people happy, getting out
of trouble or ensuring that justice was done.
My ability for lying, or “storytelling” as my
grandmother called it, was genetic, passed on
from my very gifted father.
From a young age, it was clear to me that
my father, while undeniably fabulous, was
flawed. Dad was incredibly bright and seriously good-looking, with a magnetic presence
that attracted everyone. He was also a truly
gifted storyteller who could weave a narrative
that kept his audiences entertained and left
them wanting more. Sadly, he drank, too, never enough to completely ruin his life or ours,
but enough to make it rough on everyone.
Once, when I was 10 and retrieving Dad
from the town bar, his gift was on full display.
Dad was telling a story that I knew wasn’t true.
As he spoke, his eyes punctuated every word.
It was a whopper lie. Nonetheless everyone
was laughing, and so it seemed harmless to me.
The regulars slapped Dad on the back; and, as
he finished, a pretty young woman approached
— even I knew she was flirting with him — and
whispered, “C’mon, that can’t be true.”
He smiled, steel-blue eyes twinkling.
“God’s honest truth,” he said while making the
sign of the cross — and we weren’t Catholic. He
caught a glimpse of me rolling my eyes, smiled
and winked as if to say it was our secret.
Some say it takes a liar to know one. Dad
often called me the human lie-detector and
would order me out of the room when he had
to tell Mom where he had been or what he had
done with his paycheck. It was my mother’s
face that taught me lies can also hurt.
Years later, as Dad lay dying from lung
cancer, I sat holding his hand while he slept,
and I wondered what I would do without him.

Joan Iaconetti ’69
joaniaconetti.com

He hadn’t been the best father; at times I hated him, hated that I was like him in any way.
Yet I still adored him. Suddenly, as if he knew
my thoughts, he opened his eyes, motioned
for me to come close and softly asked, “Am I
going to beat this thing, sweetie?”

As I stared back, my love for this skilled
liar took over and that 10-year-old girl with a
genetic gift did what came naturally, “You’re
going to be fine, Dad, God’s honest truth.” As
I made the sign of the cross, he smiled and
winked at me.

I focused on space thermal management.
Then in the late 1990s, Father James
Heft, S.M., who was then University Professor of Faith and Culture, issued a challenge to
a number of faculty members. He challenged
us to explore how the University’s Catholic,
Marianist mission might influence our teach-

ing and scholarship. Heft invited us to be
members of a seminar on religion in the professions, to spend a year reading and talking
and thinking about what we might do.
We spent three.
And I came back to my passion, my reason for being an engineer. I began to focus on

The challenge

I

By Kevin Hallinan

became an engineer because I wanted to
make a difference in the world. I wanted to
do so by using my skills to resolve energy
issues. But, early in my career, faced with
practical issues such as sparse research money and few opportunities for energy research,

S u m m e r 2018

U NI V E R S I T Y O F D AY T O N M A G A Z IN E

61

energy efficiency and renewable energy. But
Heft challenged me to look for other opportunities, other ways.
I did not have to look far. One day, in my
role as chair of the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, I was meeting
with a student, Christine Vehar ’01, who had
spent a summer in India. She told me of her
experience of working with people who lived
in tenements in a slum. She told me of how
together they dug trenches to bury human
waste from the buildings. She spoke of a people gaining control over their environment.
I was awed by her.
She wanted other UD students to have
such experiences but didn’t know how to go
about achieving that. I suggested she could
focus her senior capstone course on developing a way. She, with a few other students
from a variety of engineering disciplines,

did just that.
They designed ETHOS — Engineers in
Technical Humanitarian Opportunities of
Service Learning.
After that center was designed, the next
step was to implement it. I was technically
the leader of the implementation, but the
process was really led by Chris Schmidt ’99,
a graduate student at the time.
He was amazing.
Now we had an ongoing center to connect
service and learning for the common good.
But I was still looking for a way to connect
scholarship to mission. I was doing energyrelated research, but it seemed like there
should be something more I should do. I
wanted to connect sustainability not just to
those who are financially secure enough to
fairly easily factor sustainability into their decisions. For a large number of people, making

choices based on sustainability is difficult, if
not impossible. I decided that I wanted to connect sustainability also to the underserved, to
those without substantial financial resources.
Today, I am involved in many ways with
sustainability efforts in Dayton, such as a recycling co-op and a clean energy co-op in the
East End community that will not only address local sustainability but also provide jobs.
These are efforts that extend the advance of
sustainability to people who may be searching for hope, purpose and livelihood. We cannot advance sustainability without looking at
issues related to it, such as poverty, addiction
and urban schools.
My task, our task, is more than teaching
and learning. We must also look around us
and see what is there; we must listen to others,
making the effort to really hear. And, finally,
we must act.

Following a sheepish dream

F

By Brother Phil Aaron, S.M. ’54

or a long time, I wanted to be a
sheepherder. I even put a notice on
a sheepherder association website
about sitting sheep. Nothing came

of that.
Then I heard about International Wwoofing. It promised exotic sheepherding experiences worldwide — as long as the sheep were
organic since Wwoofing stands for Willing
Workers On Organic Farms.
I browsed the Wwoofing website for placements especially in New Zealand, a country
with more sheep than people. I booked placement sites, rail reservations and hostel accommodations. Then, on a sabbatical at age
72, I was bound for a two-month experience
at exotic sheep stations all over New Zealand.
I was eagerly looking forward to the cultural experience of my life.
Looking back, I should have given more
thought to reactions I got from friends — like
“Aren’t you a bit old for that?” and “Won’t
you be lonely?”
One farmer invited me to celebrate the
holidays with her family. It sounded like my
kind of place. Besides having sheep, the farm
hosted an English language school and the
farmer was a university professor to boot; I
assumed we would have a lot in common.
I spent my first night in New Zealand at a
backpackers hostel that — by way of cleanliness and accommodations — promised more
62
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than it delivered. But it was within walking
distance of the University of Auckland where
my host, Audrey, was an adjunct professor.
As soon as we met, she let me know that
she was a champion of women’s rights, didn’t
like men and was a Wiccan. In a later life she
wants to come back as a tree.
On Audrey’s farm, there was a house
where her mother lived, a barn where she
lived and shacks where the five other Wwoofers lived. I was to sleep in the someday-tobe-completed English as a Second Language
schoolhouse on top of a steep hill, at the bottom of which was drinking water. The building had a roof but no completed inside walls;
Audrey was waiting for her no-good brotherin-law to complete the wiring. It did have
a composting toilet. Since it worked better
with less liquid, Audrey issued instructions
to piss outside.
Work started early the next morning; I
pulled nails out of wood salvaged from an old
chicken coop, wood covered with aged chicken manure, wood that Audrey wanted for her
cooking stove. Audrey was a “saver.” You could
tell that by the plastic bags, old pails, piles of
wood, old implements, cars … everywhere.
The other workers did not speak English.
Alone, I ate lifeless food. Audrey could tell
that I was out of place, and soon I accepted her
invitation to move on to my next farm.
My spirits soared when I arrived there. My
new host, Lois, and her husband, Paul, gave
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me a warm welcome to their beautifully clean
farm. I had a lovely sleeping room above a garage. Randy, another Wwoofer from the U.S.,
and I cleared a fence line on a steep hill — hard
work, but we worked together well. My hosts
included Randy and me in their evening meal.
Then Randy moved to another farm; and,
as the Christmas holidays approached, my
hosts were wondering what to do with me.
Visitors were coming; I was rather in the way.
I took their hints and decided to go to
Auckland and rearrange my whole trip. By the
time I got there, I had decided to scratch the
whole thing and head home.
I spent Christmas week staying in an
Auckland hostel and fighting the bureaucracy
involved in changing my airline ticket. I made
friends with McDonald’s and other fast food
places. I visited museums and art galleries.
My Christmas dinner was with interesting
residents at a hostel, people from all over the
world who were on some journey similar to
mine.
Tourists from all over the world were celebrating Christmas in Auckland, in the New
Zealand summer. What started for me as a
sheepherding experience ended in an opportunity to view life from the perspective of ordinary people on the other side of the world.
Such a cultural experience had been part of
my original sheepherding desire.
There are, however, no sheep in downtown Auckland.

PARTING WORDS

!

At birth, God gives you just five exclamation marks. Use them wisely.
Years ago, amid a painful stretch
of copyediting, a writer friend of mine
reminded me of this phrase popular
among journalists. It came to mind
again recently when the exclamation
mark on my keyboard stopped working.
Having announced neither theater fires
nor world wars in my 15 years at UD, I
told myself my key died out of neglect,
not overuse.
Except that’s not quite true.
First, let me state that punctuation
is elegant when used for good. The semicolon is among my favorites; it indicates
relationship while allowing a phrase to
stand on its own. Even rhetorical questions raise a quiet eyebrow when the correct mark is added — wouldn’t you agree?
There is nothing elegant about the exclamation mark. It stands up on its tippy
toe and shouts at you. The party crasher
steals your friends and eats all your
birthday cake. Yes, it helps you
escape an inferno in the nick of
time, but I didn’t even consider
it worthy of the toaster oven fire
I recently extinguished thanks
to a pair of potholders and a quick
heave out onto the driveway.
But in our neon world, I have acquiesced. It was apparent when I composed
a tweet to the @daymag graduating seniors
and had to hit delete twice — leaving a single
sentry where three had previously stood. As
I’ve coaxed our student writers to curb their
enthusiasm, I have found myself closer to a
middle ground that would have cost me an A in

Fire

J-school. It’s the way we
now communicate. Even
when emailing colleagues,
I feel compelled to add an
exclamation mark after my
terminal “thanks,” lest the
reader interpret my gratitude
as less than genuine.
As I read the profile of Father Daniel Reehil ’87 in this
issue of the magazine (see Page
58), I wondered if the exclamation
mark belongs to the cacophony that
is stealing our silence. Graduate assistant Joe Oliveri had similar sentiments after last Lent, when he taught
students to quiet their minds and open
their hearts (see Page 20).
While the exclamation mark is brash,
it can also be joyful — just ask the writers
of the Psalms. And it is versatile, working
well in times of anger and bliss, fear and
humor. I have used it in the past more often
than I’ve cared to admit, but I will likely use
it even more as I find reasons for celebration and connection with the exclamation mark users around me.
Since my key no longer works without a rousing and repeated barrage, each
stroke is a reminder to reconsider both
intention and effect — which is good advice
for life.
Go Flyers!

—Michelle Tedford ’94
Editor, University of Dayton Magazine
magazine@udayton.edu
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CONNECTIONS

They like me, they really like me
How can you tell if someone really likes you? Some of the cues you use
may or may not be the best judge of the attraction. Associate professor of psychology R. Matthew Montoya and his co-authors help clear
the confusion by identifying a list of nonverbal behaviors to watch

for as identified by a comprehensive analysis and taking into account
descriptions of hundreds of cultures. Whether you are speed dating or
buying a used car, read on to understand the difference between a hair
flip and a head nod.

“LIKE” BEHAVIORS
ACROSS CULTURES

.
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

..
..
...
..
.
...
..
.
...
..
.

Eye contact

BEHAVIORS WITH
NO EVIDENCE ON LIKING
Head tilt

Smiling
Hair flip
Initiating conversation

..
...
..
...
..
.
...
..
.

.
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Laughing

Clothes primping

Maintaining physical
proximity

Open body posture

.
.. .
..
..
.. .
..
.

“LIKE” BEHAVIORS
IN WESTERN CULTURES

Eyebrow lift

.
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Mimicking behaviors

Gestures

Head nodding

.
..
..
..
..
“When we like someone, we act in ways to
get them to trust us.” —Montoya

..
.
.. .
..
.

..

..

..

..

..

.

“These behaviors apply
when doctors interact with
their patients, parents interact with
their kids or when salespeople talk to
their customers.” —Montoya

“We engage in these behaviors to
increase the degree of overlap,
interdependence and commitment to an
agreement.” —Montoya

“A meta-analytic investigation of the relation between interpersonal attraction and enacted behavior,” Psychological Bulletin, May 7, 2018
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Flyers Do
More Than
Shine.

WE

LIGHT UP
WORLD.
THE

Our spirit ignites a boundless curiosity that drives us to search
for truth. It pushes us to go beyond the easy answers. To adapt as
we make discoveries. To use our knowledge to make an impact.

TOGETHER, WE PASSIONATELY STRIVE TO CREATE A BRIGHTER TOMORROW.
udayton.edu
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TIME LAPSE

University of Dayton
University Marketing and Communications
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1303

Students
take a
break from
the summer
heat with
a dip in the
campus
swimming
hole in this
undated
photo. To
see what
campus has
to offer this
summer,
follow
@daymag
on Twitter.
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